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Planning for the Futurez The Comprehensive Plan

1.1 Introduction

In a 1986 survey, residents of the Town of New Paltz saicathang the characteristics of the Town

GKSe @I fdzSR Yz2ad KAIKEE& gSNB GKS ¢2gyQa aOSyAo oS
gualities that threatened those characteristics, they said, were traffic, impact of growth on open space
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natural setting among the qualities they value most and they still worry that the volume of traffic, the

loss of open space and housing cost are among the biggessits to the character of the community.

The 1986 survey was incorporated into a comprehensive plan that was adopted in 1995. That plan
thoughtfully and reasonably set out a mission and objectives for the Town of New Paltz over the
planning horizon. Its mesion was:

The Town of New Paltz places high value on its small town feeling and wishes to retain the character of
the Town while enabling responsible growth. Therefore, as the Town evaluates proposals for
development, and as zoning is revised, the Towmith Be guided by the following precepts

. Use of policies for residential land development that affirm environmentally sound planning,
foster quality affordable housing alternatives, encourage sensitive growth of the tax base,
and channel higher density ¥elopment to areas with public sewer and water facilities.

° Use of policies for economic growth that enable responsive and responsible growth while
retaining the Town's unique features, protecting agriculture and natural resources.

. Prioritization of effortso improve traffic and circulation throughout the Town and parking
conditions in its core.

° Retention and protection of historic structures and sites and the unique environmental
features nature has accorded the region.

. Attention to maintenance of adequafublic utilities that operate in a fiscalbfficient
manner and to environmentally sound management of the waste stream.

° Provision of appropriate recreational facilities for all ages within the bounds of affordability.

. Considerate of the Town as paftalarger environment region that requires cooperation

among all parts to protect its assets and natlresources.

¢tKS LIXIFIyQa 202S0GA0Sa 6SNBY

1. Preserve and enhance the natural beauty and rural quality of the community and protect the
smalttown atmosphee of the Village core.
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2. Protect environmentally sensitive areas and natural resources, scenic roads and vistas,
waterways, floodplain and wetlands by establishing guidelines and regulating development
density.

3. Establish environmentally sound land use dawelent policies to ensure a balanced and orderly
LI GGSNY 2F TFdzidzNB INRGUK YR SO2y2YAO adloAftAd
including the protection of farmland.

4. Accommodate present and future population by encouraging the developmantagfpropriate
variety and quantity of sound housing which will serve various income levels and age groups,
including low and moderate income housing.

5. Encourage higher density development to locate in areas served by public water and sewer
facilities.

6. FosBNJ F YR LINBa SNBSS G(KS O2YYdzyAideqQa KSNXGIIAS o8

7. Provide adequate public utilities and recreation facilities, and minimize the fiscal burden of such
services on the existing community.

8. Seek by all reasonable means topde better traffic conditions and adequate parking in the
center of the community and encourage circulation within secondary networks.

9. Promote environmentally sound management of the waste stream.
10,9y O2dzNF 38 NBIA2yl f  O2 2 LIS Mlroaredtyl sefiiry. &1 FS3dzt NR b'S

The purpose of this new Comprehensive Plan for the Town of New Paltz is to update and revise the 1995
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addressed, to germinate the seedfthe best ideas and cultivate them into the vision for a sustainable

future for the town of New Paltz. Another important purpose of the Comprehensive Plan update is to

provide an inventory or current snapshot of the Town of New Paltz in the contexé dfistorical

development of the community. This information has been used to help craft a vision of a preferred

future. As a result goals, objectives and policies have been developed to guide the coordinated and

orderly future development of the Town. Tipeirpose of the Comprehensive Plan is to:

e Document local characteristics and trends regarding resident population composition, land use,
the natural environment, economic development and service provision;

e Provide a benchmark for evaluating tbempatibility of individual development proposals with
the long range development objectives of the community;

e Reveal future service needs and explore the potential for regional cooperation, including land
acquisition and the construction of public imprawents;




e Serve as a comprehensive source of current information that can be used by the Town in its
efforts to secure state and federal funding and marketing the area to potential developers;

¢ Provide leverage for obtaining state and federal funding;

¢ Promoteopen space conservation designed to preserve the rural heritage of the community and
enhance the overall quality of life;

e Attract potential developers to the Town through the identification of community goals and
objectives for the next 20 years;

e Lay the dundation for future cooperative efforts between the Town of New Paltz, the Village of
New Paltz and the neighboring communities.

1.2 Implementing the Plan

The adoption of the Comprehensive Plan is a commitment to a coordinated vision for the future. The
t f b s0&eess is measured through committed use by elected officials, municipal employees and
residents.

A 2 4 A x
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and adopt local codes and ordinances to support thgsals. The Plan's extensive analyses and
policy statements provide both background information and leverage as elected officials
negotiate intergovernmental agreements or dedicate financial and administrative support for
identified Plan objectives.

e Zoning and planning boards will measure the desirability of development applications by their
conformity with plan goals and objectives. In addition, they should adopt policies and
LIN2E OSRdzZNB& GKFG | OGAGStEe@ FaaArald dosetwedtoLINE 2S00 a
discourage those projects that fail to honor the community's vision. Working closely with
developers, local Boards will target investment to projects that promote plan objectives, reduce
the need for excessive variance hearings and createrdental development patterns.

¢ Municipal employees will use the plan when interpreting legislative mandates, making
administrative decisions, enforcing development related codes and prioritizing work efforts.
Employees will understand the vision set twytthe elected officials to meet the goals of the
people; municipal staff will have a greater bimyto these goals through every day decisions that
are made based on the plan.

e Finally, local residents will use the plan as a reference when making reaideanation choices,
evaluating the effectiveness of local government, lobbying for financial or legislative support
and when choosing political representativé$iey will use the policy to help guide the Town and
enhance its quality of lifélhis compreBnsive plan illustrates to all residents of thewnthe
vision set oufor the officials they have elected to maintain their quality of life.
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The Comprehensive Plan clearly reveals the vision for the Town of New Paltz and, therefore, sets the
stage for faure growth in the Town.

The Plan represents the collaborative effortlafwnstaff and officialsthe Comprehensive Plan Steering
Committee and residents. The Plan is a collection of inventory and policies prepared to gulaeviine
over the next 10 to 2@ears. This section outlines the tasks completed in preparation of the
Comprehensive Plan.

Steering Committee Meetings

A series of meetings were held with the Comprehensive Plan Stgeoimgnittee The Committee
consisted of elected and appointdawnofficials and citizens. The Committee met periodically with the
consultant to discuss and direct the preparation of the plan. The Committee reviewed documentation
and mapping, provided contacts and helped determine representatives to participatesitea & focus
group sessions.

Inventory

A data collection process was completed for the Plan. The information contained in the Plan was
supplemented by data from various governmental and private agencies, to help ensure the accuracy of

the document. With the h@ of the various agencies, information was obtained regarding local laws and
ordinances, land use, the environment, population, community services, housing, municipal services and
economic development KS Ay @Sy i 2 NEB NBLINB & Sy llection comndeycedlidi K 2 G ¢ A
the winter of 2009 and was complete by the end of spring with some revisions and updates taking place
continuously during the plan process. Generally, the information collected in the inventory reflects

current conditions as of thairhe.

Focus Group Sessions & Telephone Interviews

A series of telephone interviews were conducted to obtain additional information. Many public and
private sector individuals and organizations contributed data and assisted in updating previous Plan
elements There were five focus groups hétdbruary 45. The topics covered were:

e Agriculture and Environment

e Transportation and Circulation

e Parks, Recreation, Open Space and Historic Preservation
e Business and Education

e Real Estate and Development




PublicMeetings

Interactive public meetings were conductedFebruary and May 2009 he public was invited to hear
about the plan and provide comments. These sessions helped provide the consultant and elected
officials with valuable feedback on the plan and fetof theTown

Community Survey

A random survey was distributediice to Town and Village residents, homeowners and tenarig
survey was designed to determine the opinions of residents on a variety of topics, including community
image, recreation, trasportation, housing and community services.

Implementation

Goals, objectives and policies were developed forftbemn of New Paltto help guide decisions over

the next 20 years. The goals, objectives and policies were developed based uparliceénput,
includingthe results of the community survdgcus groups, steering committee and communifyese
goals, objectives and policies are intended to lead to the overall improvement of the community and a
better quality of life for all residents

1.3 Plans Incorporated By Reference

There are numerous land use and development regulations already in place in the Town of New Paltz.

This Comprehensive Plan is not intended to replace them, but rather incorporates them. The need for

and opportunities to udate and refresh existing regulations is noted where appropriate. Overall, the
t26yQa flyR dzAS YR RS@St2LISyd NB3IdzA I dA2ya akKzdz
the future expressed by the Comprehensive Plan and its Future Land dse Pla

The documents incorporated into the Comprehensive Plan by reference are numerous and include the
zoning and subdivision regulations. Also incorporated by reference into the Plan and the process are the
following:

¢ New Paltz Inventory of Open Space, 2003

e New Paltz Land Use/Transportation Project, Phase A Report, 2005 (?)
e New Paltz Land Use/Transportation Project, Phase B Report, 2006

e New Paltz Land Use/Transportation Project, Phase C Report, 2006

e New Paltz Open Space Plan, 2006

¢ Shawangunk Mountains Sceidgway Corridor Management Plan, 2005
e Southern Ulster Alliance, Southern Ulster Trail Report, 2005

e SUNY New Paltz 2007 Economic Impact Statement
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SUNY New Paltz Community Survey on Public Safety, 2008

SUNY New Paltz Site & Landscape Master Plan, 2008

Town &Village of New Paltz Build Out and Fiscal Analysis, 2007

Town of New Paltz Business District Design Standards, 1996

Town of New Paltz Comprehensive Master Plan, 1995

Town of New Paltz Crossroads at New Paltz Draft Environmental Impact Statement, 2008
Townof New Paltz National Register Nomination Ohioville Historic District, 2007
Town of New Paltz Permitted Use Recommended Updates, 2004

Town of New Paltz Reconnaissath@el Historic Resource Survey, 2004

Town of New Paltz Zoning Ordinance

Ulster Countypevelopment Corporation 2007Annual Report

Ulster County Housing Consortium, Priority Strategies to Support Housing Development in Ulster
County, 2005

Ulster County Tomorrow: A Sustainable Economic Development Plan for Ulster County
Ulster County Transportisn Council 2030 Long Range Transportation Plan, 2005

Ulster County Transportation Council Final FFY -2002 Transportation Improvement
Program, 2007

Village and Town of New Paltz Sidewalk Master Plan, 2008
Village of New Paltz Comprehensive Master P1&94
Village of New Paltz Master Plan Review and Zoning Analysis, 2006

Town of New Paltz, Lead Agency, Woodland Pond at New Paltz Draft Environmental Impact
Statement, 2006










Our Strategy

2.1 Foundationof the Future

The Comprehensive Plan is a vision of the future for the Town of New Paltz. It includes policies and
projects to implement the Future Land Use Plan and the vision. It is a guide to land use eaaision

in New Paltz. An equally important function of tiemprehensive Plan is to provide a framework for
guiding decisionmaking within the context of th&uture visioncrafted by the Comprehensive Plan.

The Comprehensive Plan is a lens through which development proposals should be evaluated. Each

proposal shald answer the questiondill this development advance the vision of the future as

articulated in the Comprehensive Pldhthe proposal is not consistent with the Plan, the proposal

should be revised to accurately reflect the vision of the future. Tha Bthould also be evaluated on an

on-going basis to ensure it meets changing expectations. This introduces flexibility through time to

SOl tdzda S OKIy3aSa Ay SELISOGIFGA2yas FGGAGdzZRSE 2N O2

The Comprehensive Plahaild be revisited and updateevery five years. These revisions should reflect
changes in economic, demographic and other aspects of the commiumstyrporatingchanging goals,
objectives and policies. THige-year review is the time to accommodatbarges in philosophy arourse

Policies should be updated and evaluated on afgoimg basis. Responsibility for evaluating the

proposals presented to the Town lies with the Town Planning Board. The board should ensure the Plan
and its policies are reviewash a regular basis through a defined process and with the support of the
Town Council. Any recommended changes should be first presented to the Planning Board for action
and then to the Town Council for final approvahe Goals and Obijectives provideaniework to guide
development and change in the Town of New Paltz. They set a standard for the Town and its residents
to meet and provide a benchmark for evaluating the growth of the Town.

The Goals and Obijectives are the result of a rfatteted approaclincluding a comprehensive public

input process, direction from the Comprehensive Plan Committee and the investigative inventory of the
entire Town for the comprehensive plan described ab@®ealsshould be: boad, declarative general
overarching umbrdla statements. On the other han@bjectivesare more specific and are designed to
implement the Goals. They should leasegic directly elated to their respectiveGoals they serve as

the basis for the Policies; and they should be able to guide ei@tuaf the dan. Goals and Objectives
arebased orthe entirety of what is learned though the Comprehensive Platess This includes the

Plan inventory but also it is heavily guided by the public input process, for the Goals and Objectives
constitute the vision for the future of the community.
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2.2 Goals & Objectives

To implement this Comprehensive Plan and as part of thedation for a sustainable future, New Paltz
Town government will engage itself and its residents in responsibly managing growth to protect and
enhance the quality of life for current and future residen€@oals and objectives provide the framework
for plaming in New Paltz and are defining guides for the future. The Comprehensive Plan has been
developed with a focus upon sustainability. Each of the following goals incl&lestanability
Guidelingo define the focus of each topic area in regards taangability, along with the identification
of objectives and actions steps that make particularly positive strides towards sustainaility.
municipal boards, departments and commissions are required to review the following resources from
the Environmetal Protection Agency (EPA) and apply them to all public action:

e www.epa.gov/ocir/scas_lgac/green_resources.htm#1

Regional ContexiGoal
Sn o gshbho sd et knkgxs rhm

Objectives Regional

o _ Sustainability
Objective 1. Continue to be a center of employment, Guideli
education, tourism and recreation in Ulster uiaeiine
County and the Hudson Valley As amodel of sustainabilty for the
Objective 2.  Direct development effortéoward green tech Hudson Valley, the Town of New Palf
Objective 3. Develop regional partnerships to share will share re§0urces and educa_llon,
responsibility for mitigating the impacts of develop environmentally conscious
RSPSt2LISyd 2y GKS S 3 ansyoialen ks radgcoe RBFOO §| O
and natural assets footprints on our borderless

Objective 4. Participate and cooperate in implementation envlrpnments, thus encouraglh d
ofthe Ulster @ dzy' i & ¢ NI y & LJ2 Nt (egPRngbip deyelapgienisind flaggol
LongRange Transportation Plan in efforts part o lessen the localimpacts of globx
that progressively plan for both motorized climate change
and nonmotorized transportation

Objective 5.  Participate in regional promotion dfistoric, cultural and natural attractions,
Ay Of dzZRA y 3 (isaSvithin 2 Wayiaal Hefitdg® Aréa and as a Hudson
River Valley Greenway Community to a wide audience

Objective 6. Participate in regional efforts tpromote sustainability and climate change
Objective 7. Improvegovernmental efficiency on local and regional levels

Objective 8. Promote regimal identification and protection of water resources



http://www.epa.gov/ocir/scas_lgac/green_resources.htm#1
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Regional ContexPolicies

articipate in coordinated initiatives with neighboring towns to prom
t beneficial to all

ew Paltz as a casftemployment, education and tourism
Valley including the development of jobs related to
d to historic, cultural, agricultural and natural

t of regional partnerships to share
ent on and preserving regional as

nd recreation marketir
including those of th
scenic byway:

ReommendedAction Steps

U Develop benchmarks for job development
Do tFENOAOALI GS Ay | ftaGtSN)/2dzyieQa STTF2NIa
0 Participate in regional land use and transportatiplanning

U Develop cooperative advertising and promotiagtgategies for tourism and recreation
U Start or participate in a regionalstainability movement

U Study the impacts of dissolving the Village levego¥ernment into the Town and alll
duplicate services, including police and fire protection

U Create gatewagtructures or signagat major entrances to the town, including on Route
299 off the Interstate 87 offamps, according to thEutures Concept

peter j. smith & company, inc.
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Community Character Goal

Sn qds  huh ¢shibdt k$dmtvgnnbgdhnbh+ +
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Objectives
Community
Objective 1.  Proactively define avenues of preservation Character
that should E)e u§ed to plan for the retentiony S stainability
2T GKS O2YYdzyrideqQa QI NI O.u S.NJ
Guideline
Objective 2. Determine policy and procedural aggaches The Town of New Paltz will make the
to enforce measures to preserve community preservation and enhancement of
character historic and/or important structures,

- . community facilities and natural
Objective 3. Identify areas for development and land es atop priority, maintaining

preservation uniquecharacter of the Town and
utilizing established resources to the

Objective 4. Determine qualities that new developments fullest extent ble

should exhibit in terms of density, tgof
development, character etc.

Objective 5.  Prioritizeand coordinatdmplementation strategies developed by existing
planning and other studies

peter j. smith & company, inc.
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Community CharacterPolicies
identify environmentally, culturallycanaturally sensitive areas and prote:
ent impacts
ificant views and viewsheds as identified in the Town Oy

ign standards to preserve and enhance his

currentty protect open and

RecanmendedAction Steps

U Working with Town Board and Village
leaders, determine preservation
strategies in areas of shared interest

U Develop and Enforce Design Standart

0 Assign or undertake assessment of
existing studies and present Town
Board with matrice®f
implementation measures and
strategies

= .
e
i ———
=
]
_—
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peter j. smith & company, inc.
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Objectives
Land Use &
Objective 1. Seek a balance afppropriately scaled .
- ) - Zoning
commercial industrialand residential . .
developmentthat will help sustain and SUStamab”'ty
diversify thetax base and provide jobs Guideline
Objective 2.  Preserve the community character of New The Toan of New Pallz will adopt a lar
. . use plan and zoning code that sets
Paltz through implematation of a new T .
. . sustainability principles for the location,
zoning and density scheduledsd on the
Future Land Use Pl type and character of new developme
uture Land Lise Flan in the Town consistent with the
Objective 3. Balance land use decisions with 0z Y'Y dzy Aue .Q 4 i a
. . . . environmental impact
considerations of their potential impacts on
characteristics such as transportation network, open space, agricultural land
and preservation ofdtural and natural resources
Objective 4. Prevent negative environmental impacts of development so that future
development is more sustainable
Objective 5.  Focushigh quality and mixed use development in targeted areas
Objective 6. Identify aquifers and develop aquifer recharge protection
Objective 7. Adopt Smart Growth policies as well as planning and zoning tools that foster
natural resource and open space protection and achieve desired future growth
patterns
Objective 8. L RSy (A TFe& A0NF GS3IASaAa 2 fAYAULG &LINT of
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Goalz Land Use & Zoning

means of akieving climate protection

by
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Land Use & ZoningPolicies

te development consistent with the Future Land Use Plan

opment proposals with respect to its compliance with the
respectiarent zoning as well as to the extent to which
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community values

e fully protective of t

Recommended\ction Steps

U Adopt the Comprehensive Plan and Future Land Use Plan
U Update the zoning so it is consistent with the Future Land Use Plan
U Update the subdivision code to presetdy low impact deslopment methods
U Adopt local Type 1 actions list for SEQRA determinations
U Adopt nonresidential design standards as part of the zoning amendment process
U Identify incentives for development that achieves land use objectives
U Incorporate green buildingtandards into design standards

U Develop matrices or checklists for the Town Planning Board to use in evaluating the level
02 6KAOK RS@GSt2LIVSyid LINRLRalfa FNBE O2yairais,
preservation of community character and promotion of dtyadf life

peter j. smith & company, inc.
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Population & Hou

Objectives

Objective 1.

Objective 2.

Objective 3.

Objective 4.

Objective 5.

Objective 6.

ingGoal

S
"m fd ognidbsdc fq
bbudgrd qdr hcdmsh Kk
gntrhmf mddcr ne qd
S gth v m
Population &
Recognize the potential impacts of irasing Housing
growth within New Paltz and manage this ) =
growth accordingly Sustainability
Guideline
Define areas according to the most ,
TheTown of New Paltz will

appropriate density and form of residential

development accommodate responsible levels of

growth through the development of
residential opportunities that focus on thj
health of residents, neighborhoods, the
community and the environment

Ensure there is adequate housing for
residents of all socieconomic levels, offering
both purchag and rental options

Provide a variety of types and densities of new residential development.

Provide neighborhood lifestyle amenities that promote healthy living such as
community gardens, bike paths, sidewalks, trails, playgrounds and sfreske
buildings

Create opportunities for alternative living situations such av@osing
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Population & HousingPolicies

uire the development of a variety of housing type opportunities, witt
and rents

will be consistent with the future land use plan of the

ractices that ensure regulations include
me, a desire to rent or other personal

to community facilities via bic
ies, government building

Recommended\ction Steps

U Update New Paltz zoning code and
density schedule to accommodate
densities and housing types defined in the
future land use plan

U Identify existing, underutilized building :
stock that is viable for redevelopmentas {8
mixed useor multi-family residential

U Develop new housing that extends,
enhances and strengthens existing
neighborhoods

Historic Huguenot Home
U Orgaize new housing development with Village of New Paltz
a focus on sustainability

peter j. smith & company, inc.
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Objectives

Objective 1.

Objective 2.

Objective 3.

Objective 4.

Objective 5.
Obijective 6.

Objective 7.

Objective 8.

Objective 9.

q
khigs

Economic Vitality Goal

nl nsd ‘ooqnoqh‘sd
hmctrsqgh Kk
mc ognuhcd chu

Economic
To identify areas within the Town for future . -
Sustainabili

industrial and office development, ensuring Guidel ty
uiaeline

that there is adequate infrastructure and
service

. . uponN opportunities to sustain and
Create opportunities for mixed use

development where business and commercigll
opportunities are integrated into the

residential landscape food and farm products, developing

altemative work commute options and
allowing mixeduise and Ivevork
development in appropriate

neighborhoods

Foster the entrepreneurial spirit and provide
the opportunity for the local population to
create economic growth

Tale advantage of natural, cultural and historic resources as a means to grow
the local tourism industry

Expand opportunities for New Paltz residentetithance their workforce skills

Partner with education to achieve shared economic development benefits

The Town of New Paltz will capitalize

expand the local economy by: promoati
local entrepreneurs, placing a premiun
on locally produced products, including

t NEOARS 2LIRNIdzyAGASE F2N) OAaAl2NAR Sye2

enjoy the Village of New Paltz

9y O2dNI 38 NBAARSYy(a (2 &4ode t20Ffé& TF2NJ

Create new incentives for business growth
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Economic Vitality Policies

p industrial and commercial business zones for new developmen
re land use plan

repreneurial activities through the development of loc

d historic assets to the tourism industry

NY New Paltz and the local bu

to spur

Recommended\ction Steps

U Update zoning to identify industrial, commercial and mixed use zones accordimg to
future land use plan

0 Coordinate with SUNY New Paltz in the development of af = //
new business incubation facility in close proximity of the
A0K22t3 dziAf AT Ay3 GKS &O0KZMQaly NGRS s |y
opportunity for local entrepreneurs

U The New Paltz Regional Chamber of Commerce should
continue to engage in regular communication with the locas
business community to understand their changing needs
and communicate those needs to the Town government.
The Chamber shoulalso keep local businesses informed o

financial opportunities for business stability and growth Main Street Retall
U  Work with village and Ulster County Tourism to promote Village of New Paltz

natural, cultural and historic amenities in the Town to potential visitors

Mu 550St 21 I aoigeeg f20Fft¢& OF YLI

peter j. smith & company, inc.
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Environment, Agriculture
& Open Spacé&soal
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Obectives

Environmental

Objective 1.  Ensure the availability of clean fresh water f Sustainability
the population of New Paltz now and into th
future

Guideline

The Town of New Paltz will protecd
improve its plentiful natural resources,
shifting the focus of development
Objective 3.  Focus development in a way that has minimgl  impacts from mitigation of potentially

impacts upon the landscape and viewsheds harmful impacts to guidelines for

development that promotes and
improves the character, quality and

sustainability of the environment

Objective 2.  Find asustainablébalance between
development and conservation

Objective 4.  Minimize the impacts of development on
natural resources taking into account natura
limitations such as flood plains, topography
and significant habitats for wetlands

Objective 5.  Continue to implement the 2006 adopted Op8pace Plan

Objective 6. Provide for and invest in connected greenways, open space areas, land
conservation andecreational access

A Wholly Sustainable Environmet

Objective 7.  Increase opportunities farecreation along and in the Wallkill River

Objective 8. To protect and enhance theater andshorelinequality of the Wallkl River,
streams flood plains,aquifers and other water amenities

Objective 9.  To maintain connectivity between habitat areas that support a diversity of plant
and animal species

Objective 10. To maintain air quality and livabilitygforest urban and developed areas that
have It tree canopy

Objective 11. Promote the use of emerging environmentally sensitive technologies to reduce
the impact of municipal services
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Environment, Agriculture & Open Space@olicies

n will support the public acquisition of lands that are environmergeiigitive for
tion or conservation purposes and protection of water resources

ire land developers to make every effort feasible to retain as much «
s possible including trees, wetlands, topographgtaed

ion of the biodiversity of plants and animals on both la
species of plants and trees in all new

ts conducted by the Town
aintaining a viable agricultural

upon protected open

Recommendediction Steps

Pass the revised Wetlands Law protecting wetlands and watercourses
Complete the local Farmland Protection Program and begin its implementation
Work withNY Dep. of Agricultureand Marketsto implementstate farmland protection
programs, utilizing grants, conservation easements and purchase of development rights
Complete and adopt the Stormwater Ordinance, currently in draft form
940GF0fAAK 0dzZFFSNJ | NBI & 2 &moandiother ¥agilbabgatd’S | NP dz
Designateand ProtectCritical Environmental Areas (SEQRA designation)
Utilize partners andunding sources to identify aquiféocations, quality and capaat
Work with Ulster CountyNYSDEC and the US Natural Resources Conservation ®ervice
conduct riparian planting and reinforcement alowgterwaysto protect from erosion
Prohibitnew residential development in the 18&ar floodplain
Work with County Department of the Environment to establish protection of lands
including stream corridotgeservoirs, groundwater aquifers and floodplains
U Develop an urban and community forestry program to take advantage of state assistance
for urban and community reforestation
0 Adopt a policy for Town departments to minimize contamination from runoff ofl reeit
and sand, configure drainage ditches and culverts to delay and lessen stormwater runoff
into streans and wetlands, minimizing environmeni@apacts of impervioussurfaces
Adopt an Environmental policy for all Town departments
Encourage the use dffiltration of stormwater to preserve groundwater supplies

[t et et et e

@) A Wholly Sustainable Environmer———

peter j. smith & company, inc.
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Transportation Network Goal

Sn cdudkno =~ sg mrongs s|
chudgrd sq mrongs shnm no
ogqnl nsd gd ksgx khedWdr s x
nudqg gkakn nb ennsoqghms
Objectives
Transportation
Objectivel. / NBIF 4GS I ySg daTevmmndi ﬁzgﬁﬁmﬁﬁmyK'
Village, welcoming travelers along major Guideli
thoroughfares uiaeiine
The Town of New Paltz will host a
Objective 2.  Create a multimodaransportation system transportation system that lessens
that adequately accommodates motorists, dependence upon the automobile,

cyclists, pedestrians and public transit users|| targeting altemative transit solutions th
include pedestrian, bicycle and pulbli
Objective 3.  Increase opportunities for residents to use transitoptions, independent of fossil fuel

alternative forms of transportation including and giving residents and visitors
bicycles, walking and publicansportation sustainable means for traveling within
New Paltz and throughout the Hudso
Objective 4.  Wholly integrate New Paltz with the regional Valley

transportation system

Objective 5.  Increase safety throughout the transportation system

7 Objective 6. . S$O2YS | NBIA2YIf tSFRSNIAY fSaasSyiy3a il
fuels and singl@ccupant vehicleand improvig air quality

Objective 7. Reduce traffic congestiomrspeciallyon Route 299

Pine Hill Trailways Bus Leaving New Paltz Depot
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Transportation Policies
will continue to encourage the development of alternatives to
sit, bicycling and walking to reduce traffic congestion,

fATSaGet SAT FyR YAYA

infrastructure appropriate to

dequate to handle

Recommended\ction Steps

0  The Townwill seek patners and funding sourcde implement recommendations in The
New Paltz Transportatiechand Use Study

U Adopt a Town alternative transportation map identifying priority streets requiring
sidewalks/multiuse paths to complete the nomotorized transportatiometwork

U Complete theconnection of thaNallkill ValleyRail Traitvith the Hudson Valley Rail Trail
as identified in the New Paltz Transportatiband Use Project

U Study the expansion of local public transportation service, including extensions that
connect to neighboring municipalities and recreational opportunities in the Shawangunk
Mountains

N e

i / NBF (S aandafindaitrénsition points intathe town according to thé&utures
Concept

U Develop multnodal transportation facilities in the propose@w Town Center according
to the futuresconcept

U Develop access management regulation consistent with the recommendations of the New
Paltz Transportation and Land Use Project

U Develop new Town highway standards
U Develop a planning magentifyingareas wherex O2 YLJX SGS aGNBSGa¢ | NB

U Require interconnection between developments where topography and habitat is not
compromised

peter j. smith & company, inc.
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Infrastructure & Utllities Goal

Sn | hms hm dwhr shmf ~ mc
"rrdsr sg s eemgaudicd
dwhrshmf "~ mc etstaqgd

Objectives

Objective 1.  Provide utility infrastructure to areas targeted Infrastr.uctu.r.e
industrial, commercial, dense residential and| ~ Sustainability

mixed-use development, in accordance with Guideline
the future land use plan

The Town of New Paltz will finance a
site infrastructure to serve as the
backione of sustainable developmen
strategically planning for and
accommodating new growth imsss

defined by the Futures Concept

Objective 2.  Explore public infrastructure systems,
including intermunicipal or independent
systems, stabilizing cost and capacity issues

Objective 3. Create an atmosphere of cooperation
between the Town and Village, in which
shared infrastructure and development goals are identified and met
cooperatively consistentwith the future land use plan

Objective 4. Develop and enforce policies regarding water conservation as a means of
reducing demand for water and demand for sewage treatment capacity

Objective 5.  Identify aquifer resources and aquifer recharge areas and develop strategies for
recharge area protection

S
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Infrastructure & Utilities Policies

ays to provide new/expanded infrastructure in areas identifie
strial, commercial, resitial or mixeduse development

to incorporate alternative energy systems

d in control of its own

Recommended\ction Steps

i Establish a municipal bond rating to facilitate the borrowing of fuiodsnajor
infrastructure improvement projects

U Engage the Village of New Paltz in discussion to combine infrastructure systems/service
equitably for all Town and Village residents

U The Town Planning Board should work with Village of New Paltz to stugytéetial for
future water source(s) that do not rely upon the Catskill Aqueduct to New York City

i The Town should seek to extend the wastewater infrastructure in order to reduce the
potential for contamination of nearby surface and groundwater

U Town shouldextend sewer system in order to allow for a higher density of development
defined by the future land use plan

U Adopt a Town Water and Conservation Resources Plan including an ordinance requiring
water efficient fixtures in new construction certified byethVater Sense Program and
reuse of grey water

0 5SSt 2L YR YIFAYUOUlFLAYy I O2YLINBKSYyargdS AyoSyi:
0 Formulate a multyear capital improvement program and promote its implementation

U Establish infrastructure reserve fund to provide fioajor repair and replacement

peter j. smith & company, inc.
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Historic & Cultural Resourcedsoal

Sn ogdrdqud ~mc dmg m
gdrntgbdr hm sgd S

Objectives
Historic &
[7] Objective 1. Preserve local historic resources Cultural ﬁ
Objective 2.  Create new and enhance existing cultural Sustainability
resources in New Paltz Guideline
Objective 3.  Promote historig artsand cultural resources The Town of New Paltz will preserve

revitalize, interet and enhance its
historic and cultural resources to su

Obijective 4.  Provide information about current historic them for residents and visitors for this
amenities generation and the generations to co

as tourism draws

Objective 5.  Continueto support the Town and Village Historic preservation commissions in
their effortsto inventory and plae historic resources artistricts on local, state
and federal registers of historic places, and to include important landscapes in
pre-Huguenot history in the inventory of historic amenities

Former Gatehouse to the
Mohonk Mountain House

peter j. smith & company, inc.
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istoric & Cultural ResourcedPolicies

with public and private partnerships to provide for the
istoric and natural landscape resources

ide access to information about historic

Recommended\ction Steps

0 Implement a New Paltz Historic District Plan to meet the aforementioned objectives

U Improve public awareness of historical and cultural resources througllé¢welopment of
educational materials and utilization of public access television and the Town website

0 Install public information kiosks

U Maintain thecomprehensive listirgof historicalproperties andandscapes including
those that are eligible for dégnation and make the information available to the public

U Town to work with the New Paltz Regional Chamber of Commerce and Ulster Tourism to
promote New Paltz as a destination for cultural and historic tourism

U Ensure that new development does not diminfghtoric structures, aesthetics and value
of historic properties identified by the Reconnaissahesel Historic Resource Survey

U0 Adopt zoning regulationthat includedesign standards requiring the preservation of
historic orimportant architecturafeatures on buildings undergoing redevelopment

peter j. smith & company, inc.
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Parks & RecreationGoal

Sn o0¢
Tcdpt

Objectives

Objective 1.
7] Objective 2.

Objective 3.

Objective 4.

Objective 5.
Objective 6.
Objective 7.

Objective 8.
Objective 9.

Objective 10.

nuhcd gdr hcdmsyr vnhes
"sd "mc " bbdrrhakd
Ssg s oagbnslhnusdd k h uh mft

Recreation
To provide New Paltz residents with ample Sustainabiﬁty ﬁ
opportunities to engage in recreational Guideline

activitiesto promote active living
The Town of Ne Paltz will build on its

To increase access to recreational amenities strong base of active and passive
such as the Wallkill River and the Shawanguphk  recreational amenities to promote
Mountains stewardship of the environment,
LNBaSNDI A2y 27F
To implement a systemf multi-use striped as well as altemative forms of

rail, pocket parks and community gardens a i. transportation and the healthy lifestyles
continue to develop and implement a regioné they foster
system of multiuse rail trails

Link major population centers and recreation areas in the Town and Village via
multi-use recreational trails

Expand recreational facilities in underserved areas of the Town
Enhance access to regional recreational facilities
Provide new opportunities for yeapund indoor recreation

Develop collaborations with educational facilities to increase recreational
opportunities, including those geared towards youth for aftehool hours

Develop zoning and development regulations which foster the private
development of recreational businesses

Maximize
recreational
opportunities at
existingfacilities

Town of New Paltz outdoor recreation facilities
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Parks & RecreationPolicies

altz will continue to support the development of opportunities for
ive living

iteentify areas that require additional access to
the Wallkill River

complete system ofusaeltirails
s and recreational areas

rtunities in areas ¢

Recommended\ction Steps

i Explore the potential for creating new opportunities for swimming recreation, including
the possibility of expanding the use of SUNY New Paltz facilities by the public

U Identify opportunities for additional access along the Wallkill River for recreational
opportunities and the development of an ecological interpretive center

U  Work with the Village and County to develop a more complete rusk trail system that
combines ew trails with the rattrail and multimodal roadways to link all population
centers and recreational facilities

U Develop 510 acre neighborhood parks in residential areas north and east of the Village.
U Identify land for acquisition for future parks

7 U Develop the proposetVill BrookPreserve greenway as a means to secure lands for
p prop g y
passive recreation, wildlife viewing and linkage to multiuse trails

i Commission a parks and recreation master plan
U Develop community programming in community recreationallittes
U Develop park and recreational facility guidelines
U Explore opportunities to develop a dog park

U Work with the NYSDEC to create a cooperative boat launch facility on theGvened
parcel along th&Vallkill River on Springtown Road

peter j. smith & company, inc.
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Community Facilities & Servicegsoal

Sn ognuhcd r ed+ deedbst
rdqguhbd cdkhudqgx hm knb
gdr hcdmsr

Objectives
Objective 1.  To provide New Paltz residents with adequa Community
and efficient fire ambulanceand police Facilities
protection Sustainability

Guideline

Objective 2.  Utilize many ways to get information to the
publicand ensure public access to emerging|f The Town of New Paltz wil hold itself

technologies high standards of sugtaibility in the
operation and development of
Objective 3.  To provide New Paltz residents with a high community faciliies through
level of public education implementation of_eadership in Ener
and Environmental DesirEED
Objective 4. To increase opportunities for alternative and practicesand other accepted principles t

continuing education in the Town consciously minimize carbon footprin

o _ and avoid potentially negathecological

Objective 5.  To ‘e'r'lsur‘e that all public and governmental impacts including flooding and storm
facilities inthe Town are as accessible as water runoff and to enhance the
possible forto all municipal employees, environment

residents and visitors

Objective 6. Open and transparent operation of Town government by means of televised
meetings on public access channel

Objective 7. Continue to review, implement and update the Town EmeanyePreparedness
Plan

Objective 8.  Continue to coordinate emergency preparedness with SUNY, the New Paltz
Central School District and Ulster County

Objective 9. To provide Town employees with safe wplkce environments and facilities
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Community Facilities & Service#olicies

Paltz will make every effort to increase efficiency and decrease
in the provision of all public services

that any new or rehabilitated public facility be
imum public access, maximum energy
cter of the surrounding neighborh

new educational progr
ing education

Recommended\ction Steps

was applied
i Continue to pursue a merger of the fire department with the Village fire department

U The Town and Village will work with SUNY New Paltz to develop new campus
infrastructure that is sustainable and provides permeable corinestbetween the
University and the neighboring community

U Evaluate the potential for new or expanded police facilities, including the potential to
share facilities with a merged fire department

i Enforce high standards for design aesthetics and site ptangefv public facilities,
consistent with the surrounding neighborhood and employing green and sustainable
design

U  Work with BOCES, SUNY New Paligter Countyand the New Paltz School District to
explore the potential expansion of opportunities f&hraing of publicly funded facilities

0  Work with Village to evaluate current service delivery and identify what services could be
provided for more effectively and efficiently through consolidation

U Evaluate opportunities to increase residential use and enjoytroéexisting public
facilities, including governmental buildings, recreational facilities and SUNY New Paltz

peter j. smith & company, inc.
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2.3 Designing the Future

With the Goals, Objectives and Policies set forth as the foundation for the future direction of New Paltz
the process begs for designing the future character of the Towrhis process is composed of three
major sections: thé-utures Concepthe Future Land Use Plan and the Community BDutAnalysis.

The design of the Town begins with an idea, Hu¢ures Concept TheFutures Concepgimply

represents an idefor how the Town should be developett.does not identify specifics, but rather, it is

a tool to visually identify opportunities and potentials. Thgures Conceptas developed by

integrating the results fronthe public input process with the inventory analysis of existing conditions
within the town. Thigonceptthen forms the basis upon which the Future Land Use Plan is developed.
The Future Land Use Plan combines ideas fronfthieres Concepwith a consideration of existing land
use patterns. It defines how new development and land uses should be organized in the future. The
tfly A& AYGSYRSR (G2 &aSNBS a GKS o0 &A &inaiy2thd T dzi dzNB
Community Bild Out Analysis is an exercise to calculate the development potential of the town. It
identifies the maximum level of growth that can be achieved according to each the current zoning
ordinance as well as if the Future Land Use Plan is implementeda Vailuable tool for the Town to
assess how well the Future Land Use Plan can serve its needs and also for the Town to identify what
infrastructure and services that it may potentially need to provide for the future population.

2.4 FuturesConcept

The Futures Concept for the Town of New Paltz is a graphic representation of the potential organization

of land uses in the TowTheconcept for New Palthas been developed to reach a number of the

t26yQa 20 2SO0 sus@itabilityprashivaB NE @ FKY KS O2YYdzy A @ Qa OKIF NI
housing affordability and demand, open space and agricultural land presenzatébmitigation of

traffic impacts The concept also identifies areas for development, including proposing atoarea

accommodate pulic and private sector growth, related to the presence of the UniverBiyure 21 on

the following page is the graphic Futures Concept.

Other uses proposed by the Futures Concept include milsedtown center and residential areas. The
concept envisiona conservation area broadly covering eubigg from the Western border of New
Paltz through the Wallkill River floodplai\n expanded trarietwork builds off of the existing Wallkill
RiverRail Trailadding spurs to access the River and offecimgrectionsthroughout the Villageto new
trail areasin the eastern area of the Towand ultimately to the Highland Rail Trail

The Futures Concept proposes the establishment of the planned Mill Brook Preserve in the northern
portion of the Village.Integrated with trail and pedestrian connections, this will become the primary
park in the Town for passive recreation with a focus on the natural landscapes of the environment and
highly connected to other natural and recreational features of the Town.
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The Futures Concepbntinues to reflecthe concern for the environment and the enjoyment of the
outdoors with a pair of ecinterpretive centers. These centers are intendegtovideinformation to
GAaAG2NR Fo2dzi GKS | NBIFIQa 2dziR22NJ NBONBIGA2y OSyi
AYLRNIF YOS 27F LINB a Sandsteyidresourcss. ABibradyinteémodéalitravezNJ:
center located immediately adjacetud the Thruway interchange is intended as a more traditional

source of visitor information including events, shopping, accommodations and dining information. The
visitors center would also serve as an intermaddahsportation hub with services catering those

utilizing the park and ride as well as providing a location for future imtenicipal transportation

service The concept also envisions that the current town hall site on Veterans Drive serKd public

or private reuse concept, possibly apublic safety complex, in favor of a more accessible location for

the Town Hall within the Mixetlse Growth Area along Route 298 series ofirban transition zones

are proposed in the Futures Concept. Thes@esare located alongnajor roadways at poistwhere

travelers are entering higher density and urban areas to give a welcoming presence into the Town with
decorative landscape and/or streetscape features and provide traffic calming elements such as medians
or bulb-outs. The zoneslso link with thetrail systems in the town, reflecting the local ethic of multi

modal transportation and outdoors activity participation. A greenway streetscape is recommended

along Route 29%rom the border of Lloydhrough tothe Wallkill RiverWorking together, the tavn and

village have an opportunity to ensure continuity along Main Stesethestreetscape would provide a
thematic unity to Main Street and organized access to support the businessaaunity.

The spirit of the Futures Concept is the identificatiomdf C 2 Odza SR D NfBrghé tiwnwiSed A 2 y €
growthregiong 2 dzZf R 6S02YS | aySg R22NBlIeé¢ (2 (GKS G266y d |/
FYR YAYAYAT S&a ANRPsGKQE AYLI OG 2y GNIFFAO O2yRAGAZ2
potential additional sanitary sewer and water infrastructure service but it takes full advantage of

existing capacities in the town. This Town GroRt#gionencompasses open space with areas for
mixeduse,residential, commercial aniight industrial development. Theharacteristics of the Town

RegionArea are described below.

2.5 Future Land Use Plan
¢KS CdzidzNBE [FYR dzasS tflty Aa AYyGSyRSR (2 aSN®BS I a
Regulations. The Future Land Use Plan combines ideals frdrutilnes Cooeptwith a consideration

of existing land use patternbut does not include overlay districtd’he Plan focuseon preserving
historic assetsopen space and farmland, while creating economic and residential opportunity

Rural Preservation
As identifed throughout the Comprehensive Plan, among the most valuable assets that the Town of

New Paltz has are its scenic rural landscapes, with the Shawangunk Mountains serving as an impressive
backdrop. More than one half of the spatial area of the Town in Ehgure Land Use Plan is set aside for
agriculture, conservation, parks and protected open space. Téressinclude everything west of the

Wallkill Riverland in the northeast corner of the town, and some larger properties in the southernmost
locales. These land uses intend a b®velopment densitycausingminimal impact upon scenic views.
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Also included in these districts is the entire Wallkill River and its floodplain. This will maintain the
continued protection of the river and its resources. These areas will include a heavy focus on
recreational opportunities. &lv multiuse trails will be developed proximate to the eastern edge of the
town, forging connections existing trails, parklands and major developed areas of the town. A pair of
ecointerpretive centers, on the Wallkill River and near the Wetlands on #steen edge of town will

offer educational opportunities for New Paltz residents and visitors.

Parks and Protected Open Space

Approximately 5% of New Paltz is designated as protected open sp@hese areas represent land

that has either been conserveit is municipally owned for public infrastructure or use. The majority of

this land is concentrated along the Shawangunk Ridge, which includes the Mohonk Preserve. Additional
lands under this designation include all toswwned parks, the Ulster CountgiFgrounds, public school
grounds and a major utility right of way running nogtuth, east of Interstate 87The Future Land Use

Plan has expanded upon previous inventories of protected open space in New Paltz, adding
approximately 500 acres to furthéne goal of protecting the rural character and beauty of the Town.

SingleFamilyResidentialNeighborhoods

Within presently traditional residential neighborhoods north, south and adjacent to the Village, there
will continue to be lowdensity residential developmeniThe majority of this area is already built out

with similar types of housingSome of the major undeloped parcels have been identified for

agriculture and conservation use as a means to maintain the rural character of this portion of the town.
These developments will continue to provide opportunity in the town for lower densitgle family
residenial developmen while maintaining the rural character of surrounding lands.

Neighborhood Commercial
Two Neighborhood Commercial districts are proposed, one locataty State Route 3between the

Village border and Shivertown Rgauhd on Route 299, bewen the Village border and the proposed
mixeduse commercial districtEach area features atlectic mix of commercial and residential
properties. The commercial properties consist of l@zal nationaketailers, services and food
establishments thatater to the local population, as well as to those of closely neighboring townships.
Generally, these commercial structures are smaller in scale with minimal setback from the street, with
structures designed to promote pedestrian connectivity and accAfs included in this area are
community facilities such as the present location of the New Paltz Town Hall and Ulster County
B.O.C.E.®n Route 32.Intermingled with the commercial properties are various residential properties.
Designating this locatioas a mixed use zone will enable the continued enhancement of the land to
become a more cohesive blend of compatible residential@nédllercommercial propertiesThe focus

will be upon commercial development, however the will also be the potentiaiefsidential units to be
constructed on the upper floors of commercial structur@$e future of tle Route 32ocation has the
potential to be a small neighborhood center serving the indimte and surroundingesidents. An
additional MixedUseGrowth Areas located adjacent to the Neighborhood Commercial distvittich
gAff 0SS RAAOdzZA&ASR AYyRagiEsS HPCBAZ2Y (Tt C2HNVY DNR 5 (i K




2.5.1 New Paltz Town Growth Region

The major focus of the Future Land Use Plan is what has been identified as the Town Rggioth
located along the axes of Route 299 (Main Street) and Interstate 87. The Town Gegitinis a
focused area of development with the intention of concetttng high quality development in one
appropriate area of the town, while preserving tblearacter,open space, farmlands and natural
resources plentiful throughout the rest of New Paltz. The Town Gr&etfioraccounts for less than
five percent of all lad in New Paltz anig comprised of a mix of industrial, commercial, residential and
recreatianal opportunities, in compatible development patterns.

This plan takes a proactive approach, recognizing the extremely high likelihood that substantial new
devdopment that will continue to occur surrounding the Interstate 87 interchange. Rather than

allowing the land to develop in a hap hazard fashion, causing inconsistent design and@foam
streetscape, this plan sets out standafdsland use, site planing and design that will allow8l7 to

become a major catalyst for development that enhances the already tremendous character of the Town.
The growth area is also designed in a fashion that can atcatate substantial growth, when

necessary, while limiig negative impacts upon the landscape of the rest of the town. The Town

Growth Area is comprised of the followirtements

Central Businesg Mixed Use Commercial
Approximately95 acres of land fronting Main Street/Route 299 on both sides of the Thylemé&rance.

The area should be constructed in an urban streetscape layout, with structures and primary access built
out to the street and parking situated to the rear. The amount of potdigtievelopable building space
depends upon the level of land werage that is permitted. The potential ranges frar@ million square

feet if 30% of the land is built upon &1 million square feet if 50% of the land is built upon. As a
comparison, the Galleria Mall in Poughkeepsie features 1.1 million squareffestil space. The

existing Stop and Shop Plaza, included in the Town Center Area, encompasses nearly 150,000 square
feet of space. This would be almost 10% of the Central Business area at 30% coverage. The square
footage for the Central Business atisacalculated based updh5 floorsof commercial. Residential
development could be accommodated oadts above the commercials uses, with potential 5 20

400 new units, depending upon density.

Employment Center
Located behind the central business area west of the Thruway. Thed2@eeres of land that could

be developed. With two story buildings coverB@o of the area, employment center can
accommodates.5 million square feet of office space. Increasihigcoverage t®0% of the land area
will bring potential development t8.1 million square feet. Some of this area could also be used for
light industrial uses.
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University Growth Area
Recognizing the spatial constraints that the present SUNY NewcBaltms faces in its current location,

a University Center has been designated for the expansion of the institution and private development.
This land use area, measuring 90 acres will function as a mixed use district that will allow for future
expansiorof the Campus as well as the creation of commercial and industrial space developed in
connection with the College. This location provides the ideal opportunity for the development of
business and industrial incubation facilities, taking advantage of ¢idned opportunities at the college

Fa ¢Sttt Fa | t20rdA2y Ff2y3 gKIGd KFra 0S02YS GKS
development corridor along South Putt Corners Road and State Route 32. At low density, the area can
accommodate 1.8 millioequare feet of commercial space, or up to 3 million at high density.

Residential development could be accommodated on floors above the commercials uses, with potential
of 250 to 400 new units, depending upon density. The development patterns shouldimecuurban
fashion in which facilities are intimately connected to campus via pedestrian, bicycle and auto transit.

Medium Density Residential
Upon 190acreseastof Interstate 87, along North and South Ohioville road, present an opportunity for a

medium-density residential neighborhood. By concentrating higher density residential development
than typically exists in New Paltz subdivisions, outside of the Village, to a small area surrounding the
Central Business area on the east side of the Thruwayrdutemand for housing can be met without
changing the rural character of the rest of the town.

It is also important to create a concentration of population in order to drive business development.
These areas can develop at a rangeight to 12units pe acre. These densities of development are
typical for the construction of townhouses or garden apartment undequate open space can be
incorporated into these developments while maintaining these densities. At a defigityht units per
acre, thearea could accommodati,500units. At 2 units per acre, the medium density residential
area could provide for up t3,300dwelling units.

All buildout potential is anet-total of the land area, meaning thatriémovespotential new
infrastructure, rads and public rights of way from the potentially developable lafde buildout
potential for the Town Growth Area is summarized in Tal®8.page 8.

2.6 Community BuileOut Analysis

New Paltz has a significant amount of vacant land and open spaceathatillbe developed. How the
Town will actually be developed is impodsito predict. In this sectiom buildout analysis was
performed to demonstrate what kinds of development patterns are possible under a given set of
conditions. The purpose of this analysis is to show how development can be controlled with different
land use policies. In this analyghree major scenarios were analyzed for their potential development:

e Full uild-out of all vacant and agricultural land based on existing zoning regulations
e Potentialfull build-out based uporiow density application to the Future Land Use Plan
o Potental full buildout based upon high density application to the Future Land Use Plan




These analyses were performed using a Geographic Information System (GIS). A parcel layer was
intersected with a zoning or future land use layer, creating a layer witleotiand future land use
attributes. The new layer was intersected with a constraints layer, consisting of steep slopes,
floodplains, federal wetlands and state wetlands. These areas were considered undevelopable and
removed from the builebut. Dependingipon the scenario, assumptions were made as to how a given
land use would be developed in a buddt. The areas of these parcels were then summarized to obtain
an overall area that will be buitiut in each future land use category. An additional 2086 thien

removed to account for public right of ways and open space.

Based on the zoning district or future land use, calculations were performed on the resulting areas to
establish the possible number of residential units, commercial spaceindadtrial space that could be
developed. Residential units are based on the maximum density permitted in each of the residential
zoning districts or the minimum lot size. Commercial space is based on the maximum building coverage
in the commercial distcits. Industrial space is based on the maximum building coverage in the industrial
zones. Both the Commercial space and the industrial space assume only one floor of development.

The buildout analysis assumes that there is an unlimited demand for spa€ewn of New Paltz.
Constrained areas were considered-developable and were eliminated from the calculationgath
scenario Community and public service properties were also assumed to remain as their current use
and were also removed from the calations.

2.6.1 Scenario 1l

The first scenario demonstrates how the Town would be built out if all vacant parcels and agricultural is
developed based on the maximum densities allowed by the current zoning ordinance in the Town. For
this scenario, all of the fal area, except for community and public service properties and constrained
areas, were summarized by existing zoning classifications. The following calculations were used for each
of the zones:

Town Zoning Districts Village Zoning Districts

A-3 Acres+ 3 = Residential Units R-1 Area+ 15,000 = Residential Units
A-1.5 Acres+ 1.5 = Residential Units R2 Area+ 7,260 = Residential Units
R1 Acres = Residential Units R3 Area+ 3,630 = Residential Units
RV Area+ 5,000 = Residential Units P-B Area+ 5,000 = Residential Units
HN Acres x 4.5 = Residential Units B-2 Area x 0.9 €ommercial Space
B2  Areax0.5=Commercial Space B3  Areax0.5=Commercial Space
I-1 Area x 0.35 = Industrial Space G Area = Commercial Space

Based upon these calculations, the following tables show the amount of new development that would
be possible if all vacant and agricultural land were built ouhtomaximum allowable capacity. The
numbers in the table are rounded off to the nearest 100 units or 1,000 square feet.
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Table2-1 Town BuildOut Capacity
(excludingvillage)

Residential Commercial Industrial

Units Space (ft2) Space (ft?)

A3 500
A-1.5 400
R1 1,000
RV 300
MHN 300 -
B-2 - 631,000 -
I-1 = - 3,153,000

Totals 2,500 631,000 3,153,000
Source: peter j. smith & company, inc.

Table2-2 Village BuildOut Capacity

Residential Commercial

Zone Units Area (ft?)
R1 300
R2 500
B-2 115,000
B-3 19,000
G 15,000
Totals 800 149,000

Source: peter j. smith & company, inc.

Roughly3,300new housing units could be accommodated in the Town and Village of New Paltz if the
zoning did not changeAbout880 thousand square feet afew commercial space would be developed
at full build out. The amount of developable land that is zoned for induistsies could yield oved.1
million square feet ohewindustrial development. This analysis does not account for the possibility of
commercial uses developing in the industrial zon€se analysialso does not account for the

possiblity of developingdrge residential parcels that have the potential to be subdivided.




Previous Buildut Analysi€2007)

In February 2007, The Town of New Paltz had a-ouitchnalysis completed by Behan Planning
Associates. The Study found the potential for 3,000 hewsehold and 4.6 million square feet of
commercial development. The consultant used Community Viz, a GIS software, to complete the
analysis. The numbers from the 2007 bwild differ slightly from the results presented above. This is
due to several dierence in the methodology. The Community Viz program runs two types of analyses; a
spatial buildout and a numeric buildut. The spatial buildut eliminates parcels that are two small to

build on. However, some of the parcels eliminated were the rasfultersecting the Zoning and Land

Use layers and not the result of a substandard parcel. The numeric buildout uses the same function for
calculating new development as presented in this analysis. The numbers presented by Behan Planning
Associates isight lower (300 units) than presented here. Their number reflects the spatial-buildA
review of the appendix in their study shows that the spatial bai give equivalent results as this

study.

Commercial and industrial development was combineth@é2007 study. This is a common practice
because most commercial uses are permitted in an industrial zone. When combining the results, the
2007 study produces approximately ¥2 million more square feet of commercial development. This study
assumed that oyl one story development would occur at the maximum building coverage. Up to three
stories are permitted in some of the commercial district. The 2007 study averaged the possible number
of stories and increased their floor area ratio (FAR) accordinglydiffeesnce in the FARs used

accounts for variation in the amount a possible new commercial development.

2.6.2 Scenarios2& 3
As a means to show the potential capacity for development in New Paltz according to the Future Land

Use plan, two development scenariae presented for each land use show varying density levels for
development. Within the TownGrowth Regionidentified in theFutures Concepthe buildout is
conducted for all parcels includipgrcels already developed, in addition to vacant andcadjural

parcels. This method of development and redevelopment allows the capacity analysis to accurately
represent potential development according to the new densities desired in the Future Land Use Plan.
The buildout for the remainder of the town, dside the Town GrowtliRegion considers new
development orall presently vacant or agricultural parcels. New densities are applied according to the
Future Land Use Plan and the bedldgt is conducted according to the maximum potential densitg.
identify a realistic amount of developabéeea 20% of the acreage in each land use is remawved
account for transportation and infrastructure, such as new roadifest attempt to match the future

land uses with current zoning districts was made in orderlasate calculations. Thelculations are

as follows:
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Future Land Use
Rural
e Existing Agriculture remained Agriculture
e Vacant Parcels
e Low Density Area in ares/5 = # of residential units
¢ High Density Area in &res/3 = # of residential units

SingleFamily Residential
e Low Density Area inacres/1 = # of residential units
e High Density Area inacres/0.5 = # of residential units

Neighborhood Commercial
e Low Density Area in square feet x 0.30 = Commercial Square Feet
e High Density Area in square feet 0.50 = Commercial Square Feet

Town Growth Area

Employment
¢ Low Density Area in square feet x 0.30 = Commercial Square Feet
¢ High Density Area in square feet x 0.50 = Commercial Square Feet

Mixed-Use Commercial
e Low Density Commerciahrea in squardeet x 0.30 x 1.5 = Commercial Square Feet
e Low Density Residentiahrea in square feet x 0.30 x 0.50/2,500sf = # of residential units
¢ High Density Commercialrea in square feet x 0.50 x 1.5 = Commercial Square Feet
¢ High Density Residentiahrea insquare feet x 0.50 x 0.50/2,500sf = # of residential units

Medium Density Residential
e Low Density Area in acres x 8 = # of residential units
e High Density Area in acres x 12 = # of residential units

The results of these calculations were then addedh® éxisting development to get a total buitdit.

Low Density Buit®ut Scenario

Based upon these assumptions, the Future Land Use-Buiidat low density, produces000new
residential units, including the Village déw Paltz. Of those unit®,000are within the Town Growth
Region 500 of which are units within mixedse commercial buildings. The remaining00 units would

be developed outside of the growth area. Also, at low denSiBnillion square feet of

commercial/light industrial spaceould be built out in New Paltz, including the Village. Within the Town
Growth are&9.2million square feebf commercial spacerould be built out between the Employment
(5.5million square feet)Mixed-Use (.9 million square feetand University Growtli1.8 million square
feet) districts. Beyondthe Town Growth Area, the Neighborhood Commercial Distaltng State

Routes 32 and 29%ave the potential for55,000 square feet in new commercial/light industrial space.




High Density Builut Scenario

Replacing the lower densities with higher densities for the Future Land Use Plan, an increased level of
development is possible. At high densities, the Future Land Us@ldnces5,000new residential
units, including the Villagef New Paltz.Of thoseunits, 3,100are within the Town Growth Are&00 of
which are units within mixedisestructures The remaining 850 units would be built outside of the
growth area. Also, at high densit5.3million square feet of commercitight industrialspace could be
built out in New Paltz, including the Village. Within the Town Growth #&amillion square feet
would be built out between the Empyment ©.1 million square feet)Mixed-Use CommerciaB(1

million square feetand University Growth3(million square feetjlistricts. Outside of the Town Growth
Area, the Neighborhood Commercial Dissiglong Sta¢ Route 32and Route 29%ave the potential for
91,000 square feet in new commerdiajht industrialspace. The following tables summaritilee results
for build-out scenarios two and three:

Table2-3 Build-Out Potentialg Town GrowthRegion
(Full redevelopment of all land)

Develonable Residential Residential Commercial/ Commercial/
Future Land Use Area ft AreaF;lZ Acres Units: Low Units: High Industrial Space ft2: Industrial Space ft2
Density Density Low Density High Density
Employment 22.7 mil 182 mil 415 5.5 mil 9.1 mil
Mixed-Use 5.2 mil 41mil 95 250 400 1.9 mil 3.1 mil
Commercial
Medium Density g 5 oy g2mil 190 1,500 2,300
Residential
University Center 5 mil 4 mil 90 240 400 1.8 mil 3 mil
Total  43.2 mil 345mil 790 1,990 3,100 9.2mil 15.2 mil

Source: peter j. smith & company, inc.

Table2-4 Build-Out Potentiakg BeyondGrowth Region(excluding Village)
(Developmenbf agricultural and vacant land)

Developable Residential Residential Commercial/ Commercial/
Future Land Use Area ff Arear;tz Acres Units: Low Units: High Industrial Space ft2: Industrial Space ft2:
Density Density Low Density High Density
Conservation o) g i 97.5mil 2,240 450 750
Agriculture
=0y (DB 304mil 243mil 560 550 1,100
Residential
Neighborhood 230,000 180,000 5 55,000 91,000
Commercial
Total 152.5 mil 122 mil 2,805 1,000 1,850 55,000 91,000

Source: peter j. smith & company, inc.
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Table2-5 Total BuildOut Growth Potentia{including Village)

Developable Re;idential Re.siden_tial Commercial/ Con_1mercia|/
Area ft Area fi Acres Units: Low Units: High Industrial Space ft?: Industrial Space ft2
Density Density Low Density High Density
Total
Development 206 mil 164.8 mil 3,7&% 3,000 5,000 9.3mil 15.3 mil
Potential

Source: peter j. smith & company, inc.

2.6.3 Summary of Build-Out Scenarios

Scenarios two and three, representing build analyses of the Future Land Use Plan at varying
densities, each are able to accommodatsimilar or largedevelopment capacity for theolivn of New

Paltz than the present zoning code, while providing a reduced impact upon more SB&anfxhe land

area in the town.Consideringhat in each of these scenaridbge land in the Town Growth Area is buiilt
out from scratch at maximum densjtthe total development impact is even less becatksepotential
development replacesurrent structures.The majority of development ithese scenarioss
concentratedwithin the Town Growth Area which accounts for less than four percent of all land area in
New Paltz.Upon the remainin@5%of the land the future land use plan reduces the amount of
development in the townin comparison to the present zoning laminimizing impact upon the

valuable landscapeRezoning New Paltz according to the Futuredlidee Plan will allow for the Town

to accommodate future residential growth needs, significantly increase the commercial tax base, create
healthy and attractive neighborhoods and preserve the rateracter of the town.

2.7 Recommendations & Implementation

The Town of New Paltz is a highly desirable location for both commercial and residential development.
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combined with the scenic rural character of a histori@gi at the edge of the Shawangunk Mountains

give the potential for significant levels of new development to occur. Consequently, it is up to the Town

and its residents to ensure that the future development is in character with the town and adds to the

local quality of life. In commissioning the update of the Comprehensive Plan, the Town of New Paltz has

taken a proactive approach in regards to development issues over time. It recognizes the pressures that
potential new development places upon the exigtienvironment, character and quality of life in and

the need for planning to ensure that new development has the most positive impact.




2.7.1 Priority Recommendations

The recommendations and implementation section includes a seri@8 difect action steps fo
achieving the defined vision for the future of the Town. At the forefront of these steps are some priority
actions that need immediate attention:

Adopt the Comprehensive Plan

The Town of New Paltz must immediately put the adoption of the ComprehensindJpdate into
motion to ensure that the community has its defined vision for the future and action plan for how to
achieve that vision.

Create an Ongoing Public Process

The Town of New Paltz Comprehensive Plan is a dynamic public document. It should be accessible to
accessible to the local population, offering residents, business and developers every opportunity to be

well informed about the vision for the future of theown. The Plan should be prominently featured on
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information program that allows residents to be informed of all Comprehensive Plan news as well as

related developments, events and/or meetings. The program should include, but not be limited to news
updates on the Town website, an electronic-Bstve and posting in the local newspaper.

Update Zoning Regulations

An update and consolidation of all landauregulations and the zoning code is an immediate
recommendation. This would include:

e Revise zoning code
e Adopt revised subdivision regulations
¢ Develop and adopt design standards

These measures will allow the Town to direct growth to appropriate arealdgorotection and
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should address the following issues that arose during the development of the Comprehensive Plan

Update:

e The code should reflect the Futukand Use Plan, not the current pattern of land uses

e The primary focus of a new zoning ordinance should be to encourage positive developments
rather than just to strictly eliminate potentially threatening developments

¢ Development, implementation, and enftement of design controls will improve the continuity
of development and the visual impacts of development

e A general reorganization of the Code will make it easier to use
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2.7.2 Implementation Guidelines

As New Paltz seeks to implement the actions necessasalize its vision of the future as expressed in
the Comprehensive Plan Update, the Town should follow a set of guidelines, designed to provide a
framework for addressing the recommended actions in the plan, as well as actions that are proposed
and implenented in the future

Guideline 1  The appropriate boards and commissions should be assigned the responsibility of
developing strategies and actions to implement the Comprehensive Plan Update

Guideline 2  The Comprehensive Plan Update is a binding document and its recommended
measues should be adopted and implemented

Guideline 3  The Town should support thorough environmental review under the State
Environmental Quality Review Act in considering new development proposals even
when they are consistent with the Comprehensive Plan Update

Guideline 4  The TownBould expedite review and approval of development proposals deemed
consistent with the Comprehensive Plan Update, land use and other regulations

Guideline 5 Revisions, amendments and deletions of Goals, Objectives and Policies or to the
Comprehensive Plan Update itsshould be recommended by the Comprehensive
Plan Committee and referred to the Town Council for review and possible action

2.8 Implementation Matrix

As the Town of New Paltz adopts this Comprehensive Plan as a guiding document for the future, the
most important phase becomes the actual implementation. It is essential to develop strategies to
ensure that implementation occurs and the vision developed in the Comprehensive Plan comes to life.
The implementation matrix below is a series of act@ented tactis to bring the plan into reality. The
Implementation Strategy is organized in a way that is straightforward, useful and comprehensive as the
plan itself. The recommendations are arranged in a matrix according to the 11 major investigative fields
includedin the inventory. Therare90recommended actions in the matrix intended to guide
development in New Paltz over the next 20 years. For each action, a timeframe and, if available, an
estimated cost are given for completing the itefResponsibility is ssigned for each recommendation,
designating the parties that must carry out the action. It is anticipated that new actions for
implementation will be developed during the fiyear update to replace those that have been
successfully implemented.
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Table2-6 Implementation Matrix

update the Comprehensive Plan a
its goals, policies and objectives

Develop benchmarki®r job
development

Comprehensive Plan
Committee

Town Council
Ulster County
Industrial
Development Agency
(UCIDA)

Ulster County
Development
Corporation (UCDC)
Hudson Valley
Economic
Development
Corporation (HVEDC
Industrial &
Commercial Incentive
Board

Varies

Responsibility Estimated Cost Timeframe
Town Council . Adqpt )
. immediately;
Planning Board . ;
. . Review Policy
Adopt the Comprehensive Plan Town Supervisor N/A Annually:
Comprehensive Plan Y
Committee Update Plan
Every 5 Years
Improve Public Involvement, .
L Town Supervisor .
Awareness and Understanding; Immediate &
- Webmaster $4,000- $5,000 .
DevelopListServe to Inform Residents OnGoing
Residents of Events and Meetings
Town Supervisor
Foster a collaborative relationship TOV_V” councl
. . . Various Town .
with advisoryboards, community : Immediate &
" Departments, Varies .
groups and other local entities suc . : OnGoing
Agencies, Committees
as the school board .
& Commissions
Residents
Use the Comprehensive Plan Town Supervisor
Committee to continually revise an Planning Board N/A OnGoing

1-3 Years

peter j. smith & company, inc.
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Action

Participate in Ulster County's effort

Responsibility

Planning Board

Estimated Cost

Timeframe

6 | to become a Greenwa@ompact Varies 1-3 Years
County Ulster County
Department of the
Environment
Town Council
Participate in regional land use ang Town Engineer Immediate &
7 . ) N/A :
transportation planning OnGoing
Ulster County
Transportation Counci
Developcooperative advertising Ulster County Tourism
8 | and promotions strategies for $10,000- $15,000 1-3 Years
tourism and recreation
Town Council
Environmental
Conservation Board
Start or participate in a regional (EnCB) Immediate &
9 o N/A :
sustainability movement OnGoing
NYS Dept. of
Environmental
Conservatio (NYSDE(C
Conduct a Study for dissolving the
Village level of government into the
Town, including all services. Final
conclusions should include severa
10 | Scenarios each including different | o) o nervisor | $50,000$75,000 1-3 Years

extents to which the government &
services will merge (e.g. full
dissolution of gov't & services/
facilities, facilities only, duplicate
services only, etc.)
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Action

I NBIFGS a3 iSél &3
entrances to the town, including or
Route 299 off the Interstate 87 off
ramps, according to thEutures
Concept

Developand Enforce Design

Responsibility

Town Council
Planning Board
Ulster County
Transportation Counci
(UCTC)

Town Council
Town Supervisor
Planning Board

Estimated Cost

Primary Gateways:
$25,000
Secondary Gateways

$5,000- $10,000

Timeframe

5-7 Years

strategies

Town Council
Town Supervisor
Planning Board

12 Standards Zoning Board of $30,000- $40,000 1-3 Years
Appeals
Residents
Town Council
Village of New Paltz
Planning Board
: , Historic Preservation
13 Work \.Nlth the V|Ila_19e 1o Drait an Commission $30,000- $50,000 5-7 years
Historic Preservation Plan
Open Space
Committee
EnCB
NYSDEC
Assign or undertake assessment 0
existing studies and present Town Town Council
14 | Board with matrices of Planning Board N/A 1-3 Years
implementation measures and Residents

Plan

Appeals
Residents

15 | Adopt the Future Land Use Plan . N/A Immediate
Zoning Board of
Appeals
Residents
Town Council
Update the zoning code so it is Planning Board
16 | consistent with the Future Land Us Zoning Board of $60,000- $70,000 1-3 Years

peter j. smith & company, inc.
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Action

Draft a Town GrowtliRegionMaster

Responsibility

Town Council

Estimated Cost

Timeframe

17 Plan Zoning Board of $70,000- $100,000 3-5 Years
Appeals
Town Council
Update the subdivision code to Included In zonin
18 | presentday low impact Zoning Board of 9 1-3 Years
code update
development methods Appeals
Town Council
Adopts local Type 1 actions list for .
19 SEQRAeterminations Zoning Board of Varies 1-3 Years
Appeals
Town Supervisor
20 Develop commercial and industrial Included in overall 1-3 Years
development design standards Zoning Board of design standards
Appeals
Town Council
21 Identify |.ncent|ves for deyelqpmeni Planning Board Varies 3-5 Years
that achieve land use objectives
Incorporate green building Town Council Included in Design
22 standards into design standards Standards 1-3 Years
9 NYSDEC
Develop matrices or checklists for
the TownPlanning Board to use in
evaluating the level to which
23 development proposals are Planning Board N/A Immediate &
Oz2yaraiasSyd 6Ai0K On-Going

objectives for preservation of
community character and
promotion of quality of life

Residents




Action

Responsibility

Population & Housing

Estimated Cost

Timeframe

Update New Paltz zoning code ang
density schedule to accommodate

Inclwling in Zoning

entrepreneurs

24 densities and housing types define Planning Board Update Immediate
in the future land use plan
Town Council
Identify existing, underutilized
o5 building stock that |s_V|abIe for Historic Pr(_asgrvatlon Varies 1-3 Years
redevelopment as mixed use or Commission
multi-family residential
Private Developers
Develop new housing that extends immediate &
26 | enhances and strengthens existing Planning Board N/A .
. OnGoing
neighborhoods
Town Council
57 O_rganlze new housmg de_v_elopme Private Developers N/A Immedle_lte &
with a focus on sustainability On-Going
Economic Vitality
Town Council
Update zoning to identify industrial
commercial and mixed use zones Zoning Board of Included in Zoning .
28 : Immediate
according to the future land use Appeals Update
plan
ucbDC
Coordinate with SUNY New Paltz i
the development of a new busines
incubation facility in University SUNY New Paltz
Center along State Route 32, .
29 according to the Future Land Use UCIDA Varies 35 Years
tf Ly dziAf AT Ay3
and providing opportunity folocal NPRCC
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Action

TheNew Paltz Regional Chamber
Commerce should continue to
engage in regular communication
with the local business community
to understand their changing need

Responsibility

Estimated Cost

Timeframe

30 | and communicate those needs to NPRCC N/A Immedla_te &
On-Going
the Town government. The
Chamber should also keep local
businesss informed of existing
financial opportunities for business
stability and growth
Work with village and Ulster Count Town Council
31 Tourism to promote natural, Varies Immediate &
cultural and historic amenities in Ulster County OnGoing
the Town to potential visitors
Town Council
32 | Develop a "Buy Local" Campaign NPRCC $10,000- $40,000 1-3 years
Environment, Agriculture & Open Space
Pass the revised Wetlands Law Town Council
33 | protecting wetlands and Zoning Board of N/A 1-3 Years
watercourses
Appeals
Open Space
Committee
Village of New Paltz
Complete the local Farmland Ec?c\)/:;)en:/]aet?c:il
34 | Protection Program and begin its o $40,000- $50,000 1-3 Years
Commission

implementation

NYS Department of
Agriculture & Markets
(NYSDAM)




Action

Work with New York State
Department of Agriculture and
Markets to implement state

Responsibility

Open Space
Committee

Estimated Cost

Timeframe

35 | farmland protection programs, Village of New Paltz N/A 1-3 Years
utilizing grants, conservation Environmental
easements and the purchase of Conservation
development rights Committee
Town Council
Complete and adopt the
36 | Stormwater Ordinance, currently il Ulster County Sewer § N/A Immediate
draft form Water Conservation
District
EnCB
9adGloftAakK o0dzZFFSI Zonina Board of
37 | more around wetlands, streams an A 9 eals N/A 1-3 Years
other fragile habitats PP
Town Council
Develop a management program f
38 | routine inspection and maintenanc N/A Immediate
Ulster County
of wastewatertreatment systems
Town Council
Develop and enforcguidelines
: : o EnCB o .
strictly regulating application of Including in Zoning
39 . . 1-3 Years
chemicals on lands overlying Update
aquifers
NYSDEC
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Action

Conduct riparian planting and
structural reinforcement along

Responsibility

EnCB

Estimated Cost

Timeframe

40 . Ulster County N/A 1-3 Years
stream and river bank® protect
. Department of the
them from erosion .
Environment
US Natural Resource
Conservation Service
Work with County Department of EnCB
the Environment to establish
41 | protection of lands including strean N/A 1-3 Years
e e o o Uster Couny S &
q P Water Conservation
District
Develop an urban and community EnCB
forestry program to take advantage .
42 of state assistance for urban and Department of the Varies 35 Years
community reforestation Environment
Designate Critical Environmental Town Council
43 | Areas and creat effective ways to Varies 35 Years
protect them NYSDEC
Identify the location, quality and ENCB .
441 ca acity of aquifers in New Paltz Varies 35 Years
P q Department of Water
& Sewer
Prohibitnew residential Planning Board included in the
45 | development in the 10§ear 1-3 Years

floodplain

Residents

Updated Zoning Codks




Action

Adopt a policy for Town
departments to minimize stream
contamination from runoff of road

Responsibility

Estimated Cost

Timeframe

46 | salt and sand, lessen stormwater Town Supervisor N/A Immedle_xte &
: On-Going
runoff into streams and wetlands,
minimizing the impact of
impervious surfaces upon wildlife
. . Town Council .

47 Adopt an Environmental Policy for N/A Immediate &
each Town department All TownDepartments On-Going
Encourage the use of infiltration of Immediate &

48 | stormwater to preserve Department of Water N/A .

. On-Going
groundwater supplies & Sewer
Transportation
TheTown will seek partners and Village of New Paltz

49 funding sources to implement Planning Board N/A Immediate&
recommendations in the New Paltz OnGoing
TransportationLand Use Project Bicycle & Pedestrian

Committee
Adopt a Town alternative
transportation map identifying Planning Board
priority streets requiring . )

50 sidewalks/multiuse paths to Highway Department Varies 1-3 Years
complete the noAmotorized
transportation network
Complete the con_nectl_on _of the Town Council $1.3 Million
Wallkill Valley Rail Trail with the ($260,000 local

51 | Hudson Valley Rail Trail as Identifi UCTC e 1-3 Years
) ) match) for "Bridge of
in the New Paltz Transportatien o

. Dreams Project
Land Use Project
Study the expansion of_IocaI _publlc Planning Board
transportation service, including
50 extensions that connect to N/A 3.5 Years

neighboring municipalities and
recreational opportunities in the

Shawangunk Mountains

UCTC




Town of New Paltz, New York

Action Responsibility Estimated Cost Timeframe
Planning Board
Develop multimodal transportation UCTC
facilities in the proposed new Towr Included In Town
53 prop Growth Area Master 3-5 Years
Center according to thEutures
Plan
Concept
Bicycle & Pedestrian
Committee
Develop access management
regulation consistent with Town Council
54 . i N/A 1-3 Years
recommendations of the New Paltz
TransportationLandUse Project Highway Department
55 Develop new Town highway Town Council N/A 3.5 Years
standards
Highway Department
Require interconnection between Town Council
56 | developments where topography Varies 5-7 Years
and habitat is not compromised Highway Department
Infrastructure & Utilities
Establish a municipal bond rating t
57 faC|_I|ta_te the borrowmg of funds for Town Council N/A 1-3 Years
major infrastructure improvement
projects
Town Council
Engage the Village of New Paltz in
discussion to combine Village of New Paltz
) . Included In
58 | infrastructure systems/service Dissolution Stud 3-5 Years
equitably for all Town and Village y
residents Town Engineer




Action

The Town Planning Board should
work with Village of New Paltz to

Responsibility

Town Council

Village of New Paltz

Estimated Cost

Timeframe

59 | study the potential for future water Ulster Couty Varies 5-7 Years
source(s) that do not rely upon the| Department of Health
Catskills Aqueduct to New York Ci
Town Engineer
The Town should seek to extend tk Ulster County
wastewaterinfrastructure in order | Department of Health
60 | to reduce the potential for Varies 3-5 Years
contamination of nearby surface
and groundwater Town Engineer
Town should extend sewer system Town Council
in order to allow for a higher
density of development defined by| Department of Health
61 | the future land useplan and Varies 5-7 Years
determine the best way for it to Department of Water
regulate alternatives to municipal & Sewer
sewer provision
Adopt a Town Water Conservation Town Council
ano! Resources. I_Dlan mcludmg an Department of Health
ordinance requiring water efficient .
62 | .. . ) Varies 3-5 Years
fixtures innew construction
o Department of Water
certified by Water Sense Program
& Sewer
and the reuse of grey water
Town Council
Develop and maintain a Immediate &
63 | comprehensive inventory of the Department of Water Varies .
On-Going

Town's infrastructure

& Sewer
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Action

Formulate amulti-year capital

Responsibility

Town Council

Estimated Cost

Timeframe

64 | improvement program and promot{ Department of Water Varies 1-3 Years
its implementation & Sewer
Establish an infrastructure reserve Town Council
65 fund_W|th annu_al contr!butlon 0 Department of Water N/A 1-3 Years
provide for major repair and
& Sewer
replacement
Historic & Cultural Resources
Town Council
Implement the Historic Preservatio Zoning Board of Ir_lclud_ed n Draftlr_lg
66 Plan Appeals Historic Preservation 5-7 Years
Plan
NYSOPRHP
Improve public awareness of
historical and cultural resources
67 through the develc_)pment of o Ulster County Tourism Varies 5.7 Years
educational materials and utilizatio
of public access television and the
Town website
Town Council
68 | Install Public Information Kiosks o . $8,000- 10,000 Each 5-7 Years
Historic Preservation
Commission
Historic Preervation
Maintain the comprehensive Commission
listingsof historical properties and
landscapes including those that art Ulster County .
T o Immediate &
69 | on or eligible for local, state and Historian N/A .
. o . ! On-Going
national historic designation and
make the information available to
the public
Residents




Action

Work with the New Paltz Regional
Chamber of Commerce and Ulster

Responsibility

NPRCC

Estimated Cost

Timeframe

70 | Tourism to promote New Paltz as ¢ N/A Imorr;fg(l)ail;[]e &
destination forcultural and historic | Historic Preservation 9
tourism Commission
Ensure that new development doe
not diminish historic structures, Zoning Board of

7 aesthetics and value of historic Appeals N/A Immediate &
properties identified by the On-Going
ReconnaissanekevelHistoric
Resource Survey NYSOPRHP
Adopt zoning regulations that
include deS|g_n standgrds_ requiring Zoning Board of Included In Zoning &
the preservation of historic or Appeals .

72 | . . Design Standards 1-3 Years
important architectural features on

. . Update
buildings undergoing
redevelopment NYSOPRHP
Parks & Recreation
Town Supervisor
73 Commission a parks and recreatio $40.000- $50,000 1-3 Years
master plan
Open Space
Committee
Explore the pqt_entlal for _crea}mg Planning Board _
new opportunities for swimming Included in Parks ang
74 | recreation, including the possibility Recreation Master 3-5 Years
. Department of
of expanding the use of SUNY Ney Recreation Plan
Paltz facilities byhe public
Identify opportunities for additional .
access along the Wallkill River for Planning Board Included in Parks ang
75 | recreational opportunities and the Recreation Master 3-5 Years

development of arecological
interpretive center

EnCB

Plan
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Action

Responsibility

Estimated Cost

Timeframe

Work with the Village and County t
develop a more completmulti-use
trail system that combines new

Village of New Paltz

Included in Parks and

facilities

Recreation

76 | trails with the raittrail and Recreation Master OnGoing
multimodal roadways to link all Department of Plan
population centers and recreationg Recreation
facilities
Develop 510 acre neighborhood Village of New Paltz Included in Parks anq
77 | parks in residential areas north anc g Recreation Master 5-7 Years
eastof the Village. Plan
Planning Board
. _— Included in Parks anq
78 Identify land for acquisition for Recreation Master 1-3 \ears
future parks
Open Space Plan
Committee
Develop the proposed Millbrook EnCB
Preserve greenway as a means to
79 | secure lands for passive recreatior N/A 1-3 Years
wildlife viewing and linkage to
multiuse trails Department of
Recreation
Open Space
Work with the NYSDEC to create & Committee
cooperative boat launch facility on . !
80 the Towrrowned parcel along the NYSDEC Varies 35 Years
Wallkill River, on Springtown Road
Town Council
Develop community programming
81 | in our community recreation Department of Varies 3-5 Years




Action

Develop park andgecreational

Responsibility

Town Council

Department of

Estimated Cost

Included in Pdes and

Timeframe

82 . o i Recreation Master 1-3 Years
facility guidelines Recreation
Plan
Town Council
" Included in Parks anq
83 Explore opportunities to develop a Departme_nt of Recreation Master 1-3 Years
dog park Recreation
Plan
Community Facilities & Services
Work with Village to evaluate Town Council
currentse_rwce delivery and !dent|f3 Vilage of New Paltz Included In Immediate &
84 | what services could be provided fo . . .
) I Dissolution Study On-Going
more effectively and efficiently
o All Town Departmentsg
through consolidation
Town Council
Continue to pursue a merger of the Included In
85 | fire department with the Village fire All Service . ) 1-3 Years
Dissolution Study
department Departments
Town Council
Evaluate the potential for new or
expanded police facilities, including : Included In i
86 the potential to share facilities with Planning Board Dissolution Study 1-3 Years
a merged fire department
Village of New Paltz
The Town and Village will work wit
SUNY New Paltz to develop new
campus infrastructure that is Suny New Paltz Immediate&
87 . - N/A .
sustainable and provides permeab) OnGoing

connections between the Universit]
and the neighboring community

Town Engineer
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Action

Enforce high standards for design
aesthetics and site plans for new

Responsibility

Town Council
Planning Board

Estimated Cost

Timeframe

88 public facilities, consistent with the Zoning Board of N/A Immediate &
surrounding neighborhood and Appeals On-Going
employing green and sustainable Building & Grounds
design Department

Town Council
Work with BOCES, SUNY New Pa ucbDC
and theNew Paltz School District t UCIDA

89 | explore the potential expansion of B.O.C.E.S. Varies 3-5 Years
opportunities for alternative and SUNY New Paltz
continuing education New Paltz School Dis

Residents
Evaluate opportunities to increase :
. . : Town Council
residential use and enjoyment of
existing public facilities, including Departme_nt of
90 ’ Recreation N/A 35 Years

governmental buildings,
recreational facilities and the State

University Campus

SUNY New Paltz
Village of New Paltz

Source: peter j. smith & company, inc.










The Inventory of the Town of New Paltz

The comprehensive plan is constructed in part on the foundation laid by an understanding of the
general conditions in the community at the time of the planning process. This understanding is informed
by the inventory of the community. The inventory, a sslapt in time, sets the context of the historical

and recent development of the town. This informatigalongwith the public input prograng helps the
community craft a vision of a preferred future. The inventory documents local characteristics and trends
regarding resident population composition, land use, the natural environment, economic development,
historic context and service provision. It also serves as a comprehensive source of current information
that can be used to secure state and federal fugdamd provide a foundation for publprivate

partnerships.

In Accordance with New York State Town Law, Section ZIli@&wa Comprehensive Plahe Town of
bSs tlfidl Qa O2YLINBKSyaAdS LIy O2y&aARSNEnATKS SEAA
a. defines the following as necessary to developing a comprehensive plan

1. Legislative findings and intent. The legislature hereby finds and determines that:

d. The great diversity of resources and conditions that exist within and among the towns
of the state compels the consideration of such diversity in the development of each town
comprehensive plan.

2. Content of a town comprehensive plan. The town comprehensive plan may include the
following topics at the level of detail adopted to the special negpents of the town:

0. Any items which are consistent with the orderly growth and development of the town.

The inventory serves as a compendium document of relevant facts, statisticoadiionsof the Town
of New Paltz, which is used to set the aaxttfor the vision of the comprehensive plalt.has taken into
account previous studies, plans and reports that the Town and surrousdimgnunities have
commissioned

The inventory is organized intd $ectionsand an appendithat eachassessea different category of
conditionsin the Town. The firdour sectionsare:

e character areas

e existing land usé& zoning
e population& housing

e economic vitality
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These basicategories offem snapshot of the Town artle trends that impact the total population.
The next three chaptengrovidean irnrdepth analysis of specific characteristics. These chapters include:

e environment, agriculturé open space
e transportation network
e infrastructure& utilities

Thesesectionsidentify the most significant aspects of their topics with respect to what is pertinent to
developing a vision for the future direction of the Towrhenextthree elementsare:

e historic & cultural resources
e parks& recreation
e communityfacilities & services

These sections are relevant to exploring the amenities of New Paltz thpttielyavailablefor the
use of residentand visitors Finally, the public inpdlementsummarizeghe input from Dwn of New
Paltz residentshrough the public input prograrand summarizes the process by which the
comprehensive plan is drafted.




Regional
Context







RegionalContext

4.1 Overview

A community is defined not only by its own unique characteristics, but also by its place within the
surrounding region. The regional context of a place can identify the purpose for its original
establishment, its evolutionary role and @agoing importance. It is vital to recognize the impacts of

the region upon the Town, as well as the function that the Town serves for the region. A comprehensive
plan must take into account the planning that has already occurred in adjacent communities
understanding the direction of the region as a whole and consider ways in which they can work together
to achieve common goals.

In preparing a plan, it is integral that each element is viewed in context with the vision, goals and
elements identified foadjacent and nearby regional communities. It also presents the Town of New
Paltz in the geographic context of its region encompassing Ulster County, the Hudson Valley and the
New York City Metropolitan Area.

In accordance witiNew York State Town Law, &t 272 a. Town Comprehensive Rldre Town of
bS¢ tIfil Qad O2YLINBKSyarAgdsS LIy O2yaAiARSNE GKS NBX3IA
implemented. Specifically, this section recognizes the following elemesgcifon 272 a.:

3. Contenbf a town comprehensive plan. The town comprehensive plan
may include the following topics at the level of detail adapted to the
special requirements of the town:

b. consideration of regional needs and the official plans of other
government units and ageies within the region

4.2 Regional Setting

The regional setting of the Town of New Paltz is significant and must be considered on three levels:

e Within Ulster County,

e As a part of the Hudson Valley and

e Inits proximity to New York City.
New Paltz is a uniguecale within each of these geographic contexts. The Town both offers and gains
amenities and opportunities to each of these contexts. It is important that the comprehensive plan

O2yaARSNI (iKSaS O2yGSEla 6AGKAY (GKS LIXIyQa @rarzy
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4.3 Ulster Couny

The Town of New Paltz is located within Ulster County, NY. Strategically located along the Hudson

River, the County was originally settled by the Dutch who ventured north of what is now New York City,
following the expedition of the river by Henry Hady Ay G KS SIFNI & McnnQao -
location with abundant natural resources along a direct water connection to New York Citlyfadan

agrarian settlement.

Present day Ulster County is composed of 24 municipalities, including 20 tbweesyillages and one

city (Kingston). The county has 178,000 residents; New Paltz accounts for approximately 14% of them.
¢KS /2dzyiéQa RSTAYAYy3a FSF{ddz2NBa INB Aida t20FGA2y |
the eastern portion of the€Catskill Mountains. This geography gives the County its unique character and
aesthetic as a collection of communities among a scenic natural environment.

The Town of New Paltz is a significant economic hub for the County: Three of its 10 largegeenplo

are located within the Town, including SUNY New Paltz, the largest educational institution in the County.
The Town serves as a major draw for visitors, due to both the college as well as the Shawangunk
OW3adzy1 aQu az2dzy il Ay a3 hankMolnkain Mause(itiie emenz lyx@yressert 1 KS a2
and one of the most popular destinations in the Catskills. The town continues to play an important
economic role in the future development of the county.

4.3.1 Ulster Tomorrow

In 2007, Ulster County, in conjunatiovith the Ulster County Development Corporation (UCDC) and the
Ulster County Industrial Development Agency (UCIDA), drafted Ulster Tomorrow: A Sustainable
Economic Development Plan for Ulster County. The plan identifies four major goals for economic
devdopment in the County:

e Focus the economic development process,

¢ Improve economic development capacity,

e Energize economic development services and
e Strengthen key industries.

There were 15 strategies outlined to achieve these goals. The plan identdigs SINRA Y I 22 NJ | RGI
that should be exploited in order to spur economic growth, including: a quality available workforce,
educational resources, a high quality lifestyle, good health care and devighof access to other major

markets, most notably éing New York City. Key instries that the plan targets for growth are tourism,

green and renewable energy technologies, knowletgeed industries and agricultural viability. Within

(KS @rarzy F2NJ GKAA LI Iy A aieved thioligh & ®opérafive sytent (1 (1 K S
wide effort to strengthen existing key businesses in the region, capitalize on our natural resources and
LK@ &aAOlIt A0GNBy3IldKaz I yR ARSylienNdwdof NgvPaltddefati A O G S y S
educational and emloyment center within the County should be actively involved with couvitle

collaboration efforts to strengthen the regional economy.

Q)¢

! Ulster County. 2007. Ulster Tomorrow. @23




4.3.2 2030 Long-Range Transportation Plan

In 2005, the Ulster County Transportation Council (UCTC) drafted theRamyg Transportation Plan.

The UCTC is the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) designated by the Fédbvahy
Administration. 1 is responsible for guiding transportation planning and allocating federal transportation
funds. The LonBange Transportation Plan will guide transportation planning in Ulster County fer a 25
year period, through 2030. In total, the plan recommend2%$illion in transportation improvements

over the time span.

The plan projects . S~ _
significant growth for T  _— Figured-1¢ angRange
Ulster County through COUNTY ‘\;\/\ COUNTY Transportation Plan

2030. The plan projects & Ll
that population will rise
by nearly 50,000 (26%) il
and employment will
grow by 50%. As a result

of this growvth, traffic SULLIVAN

COUNTY & 4
volume and demands are Ellenville 2030 Long Range Transportation Plan
also projected to Monticello e Corridor 1
. Corridor 2
increase. The plan must Corridor 3
accommodate this growth 1 o

< orridor 5

when considering

transportation needs over the 25 year period. The barigy 3S ¢ NI y & LJ2 NI I GoAl2&yS Rét I y
plan which considers the transpation systems, land uses, and travel markets between each

community and destination in Ulster County. The plan identifies a set of five primary corridors:

e Corridor 1, along the Hudson River, adjacent to the eastern border of New Paltz,
e Corridor 2, along-87 and the Wallkill River, which includes all of New Paltz,

e Corridor 3, along US 209, north of New Paltz,

e Corridor 4, along NY 28, north of New Paltz and

e Corridor 5, along NY 299, through New Paltz.

The major recommendations are made according to edd¢hevcorridors. The Town of New Paltz

should recognize each recommendation that impacts its transportation system, both directly and
indirectly in planning a transportation system that not only serves the local population, but is also
cohesive with thedngterm goals of the region. Specifically, recommendations for each of the corridors
that have highest impact upon the Town of New Paltz include:

Corridor 1¢ Hudson River
¢ Initiate a corridor study for NY 299
e Incorporate shoulder improvements on highwashabilitation projects
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Corridor 2¢ 1-87 & Wallkill Valley

¢ Implement recommendations of the ongoing New Paltz Traffic Study (New Paltz
Transportation LandUse Project)

e Encourage capital investment by the NYS Thruway Authority to relieve congestion at
interchanges as well as study congestion on the main line now associated with
recreational traffic

e Support designation of scenic byways in the corridor

¢ Initiate Travel Demand Model (TDM) outreach efforts to employers New Paltz

¢ [Initiate emergency traffic signareemption program within the Village of New Paltz

e Expand Park and Ride facility alor8ylat NY 299 in New Paltz (Complete)

e Develop pedestrian mobility and accessibility studies and invite sidewalk inventory and
repair in New Paltz

e Complete Wallkill B&Rail Trail

¢ Implement recommendations of bike/pedestrian task force

Corridor 3¢ US 209 & RondodEsopus Valley
e Complete O&W Rail Trail system from Ellenville to Kingston

Corridor 4¢ NY 28 & the Catskills
e Implement the recommendations of the Ulster aDeélaware Railroad Corridor Rail Trail
Study

Corridor 5¢ NY 299 & Shawangunk Mountians

¢ Initiate transportation deficiency study of NY 299 corridor

e Support designation of scenic byways on the corridor

e Apply access management to commercial areas

¢ Initiate TDMoutreach efforts to employers within commercial districts in New Paltz

¢ Implement ITS investments related to traffic detection and control, traveler information,
and signal communications along NY 299, US 44 and NY 52

¢ Initiate bicycle and pedestrian accormations inventory and deficiency assessment for
44/55 NY 52 corridor

These are the recommendations which are most relevant to the Town of New Paltz. The plan also
provides a series of countyide strategies for implementation on a consistent basis fbroans? As

with the corridorspecific recommendations, New Paltz must also consider each of these strategies in its
own transportation planning. Following the regional planning initiatives in its own planning, will ensure
that New Paltz develops its awransportation as an integral piece of a quality regiade system.

% Ulster County Transportation Council. 2005. 2030 Long Range Transportation Plai@5.p. 28




4.3.3 Southern Ulster Trail Report

With a goal of developing a lorigrm approach to the creation of a comprehensive system of scenic
roads, bikeways, sidewalks, open space, rail trails aatdmways, the Southern Ulster Alliancde

Southern Ulster Trail Report in 2005. The document provides an inventory of existing trails and their
conditions within six southern Ulster municipalities including New Paltz. The study area is comprised of
alarge and diverse network of trails offering quality scenic, recreational and commuting routes. The
report identifies areas in which existing trails can be improved or new ones established to create better
connections for the existing trail networfkTheTown of New Paltz has completed or is in the process of
implementing trail projects that are a part of the Southern Ulster Trail Report including the Wallkill
Valley Rail Trail and the Walking Link across the Wallkill River. The Town continues toitketraibp
network as a part of the larger southern Ulster network.

4.4 Hudson Valley

bSg 2N {iI G§SQa -dowdy egoyi in southebisBin NéwaYork Stafel syfefching from

just north of New York City to south of Albany, and including Ulsten®@o The region is considered the

fastest growing in New York State with a population of more than 2 million and an annual growth rate of

4.2%. The region is known as a center for tégih companies, most notably IBM, which employs more

than 15000wof SNB Ay {2YSNE>X t 2dzZ3K{1SSLJAASET CAakKlAff |yR
largest employer by a magnitude of five times the size of the-hekt NA Sa i SYLX 28 SNX®» L. aQ
the Hudson Valley are centered on computer hardware and microchgmearing and production. In

2008, IBM announced that it will invest an additional $1.5 billion in New York State, which includes
development of new facilities as well as an upgrade to the existing Fishkill facility in the Hudson Valley.

4.4.1 Hudson Valley Economic Development Corporation

The Hudson valley Economic Development Corporation (HVEDC) is the lead agency for business
attraction, retention and expansion for the entire Hudson Valley region. The organization promotes
AGaSt T 4ad 2lX Sradh@aliiss fodking to relocate or expand in the region. It has identified
five primary industry clusters that the Hudson Valley needs to target its economic growth:

e biotechnology/pharmaceutical,

e semiconductor/microelectronics,
e financial/insurance,

e information technology and

e research and development.

% Southern Ulster Alliance. 2005. Southern Ulster Trail Report.
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| +95/ OAGSa GKS NBIA2yQa ARSIt t20FGA2y Ay LINRBEAY
York City, Philadelphia and Washington, D.C. HVEDC works with local and state development

departmentsto offer a series of incentives and financial assistance to new and expanding companies,

including Empire Zone benefits, tax credits, tax exemptions, working capital and employee training. The
organization also prioritizes essential infrastructure imgnoents and workforce development as a

YStya 2F YIF{Ay3 (GKS | dzRazy =+l ftSe& Y2NB odzaiySaa ¥
development in the Hudson Valley that also preserves the scenic landscape and high quality of life of the
region’

4.4.2 Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area

In 1996, the Hudson River Valley was designated by the federal government as a National Heritage Area,
one2¥ nn adzOK FNBlFa Ay (GKS ! yAGSR {dFiSao wSO23yAl
historic and cultural amenities, an authority for the protection and promotion of these amenities was
established and funded through the National Park Semizethe US Department of the Interior. The

mission of the Hudson River Valley

National Heritage Area Program is to Figure4-2 - New Paltz in Context of the Greater
GNBO23y Al S LINB& SN Reaion

interpret the nationally significant cultural
and natural resources of the Hudson River| .44
ValleyforthebeB FA G 2F (GKS [hl A2y ®é
program values state and local
collaboration in order to ensure the goals
of the region are met. A management
committee was organized that includes
representatives from various national,
state and local agencies to ensure the
continued preservation and promotion of
the Hudson River Valley.

¢ K
Ulster County 1‘ f

;79 | Kingston
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4.5 New York City Proximity A( “”“‘”'a'“s et
Paterson

Perhaps among the most significant assetss Ham”m "“ /.f.,.m
i © ,ﬂ.\,, »“-~

of the Town of New Paltz, and the Hudson P ”,, o g SR e

+ 88 Ay 3ISYSNIfs B Stane N

proximity to the largest metropolitan arda North America. With a metropolitan population of nearly

20 million, including more than 8 million residing within the city itself, New York City provides its

surrounding areas with tremendous amenities and opportunities for growth.

*Hudson Valley Economic Development Corporation. 2008. 2008 Annual Report.
<http://www.hvedc.com/webpages/documents/AnnualReport2008.pdf
® Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area. 2669://www.hudsonrivervalley.com/about.aspx




This is a doubledged sword for residents of New Paltz and the Hudson Valley, who cherish their
proximity to the City and depend to a certain extent on its markets but who also cope with crowds of
urbanites seeking the open space, natural beauty and recreation amenitesrdfa boasts in

plentitude. Among the major assets that are available to regions nearby New York City are: a highly
developed multimodal transportation system, millions of jobs, an enormous workforce, major cultural
institutions, recreational opportunitie and an important location on the global map. Conversely,

regions like the Hudson Valley provide City residents an opportunity for growth within a beautiful,
natural setting. Planning in the Town of New Paltz must take into account the amenities thatdyie

City provides, as well as its demands for growth, considering how it should be accommodated within the
future vision of the Town.

45.1 Transportation

lY2y3 GKS YIFI22N FRGFyGlF3aSa 2F GKS 1 dzRazy =IlffSe N
number of quality transportation options that are available. A major network of highways traverses the

region, connecting western and upstate New York to New York City. There are seven interstates in total,
including 487 running northsouth through the Tarn of New Paltz. There are six international airports

within a reasonably short driving distance of New Paltz. Stewart International west of New Paltz at the
intersection of 187 and 184 is the closest; however, there is also Albany International tantnth and

Westchester County Airport, which primarily serves the corporate market. The New York City area also

offers three major airport faciliéis: JFK, LaGuardia and Newark.

The Hudson Valley has five major passenger rail lines offering serviceedhmar75 stations in the

region. Amtrak offers national rail service running nestiuth through the region from Albany to New

York City, including a station in PoughkeefsiRegional rail is also offered to the Hudson Valley.

Metro-North Railroad rus two primary lines from Grand Central Terminal in Manhattan that directly

serve the region. The Hudson Line runs daily service to the City of Poughkeepsie and the Port Jervis Line
runs throughout Orange County to Port JefviBhere is also freight raervice in the region from CSX

and Norfolk Southern Railroa8isThe wide variety transportation options available to the Hudson Valley

as a result of its location in proximity to the New York Metropolitan Area provide a distinct advantage

for local resignts as well as companies looking to do business in the region.

® Hudson Valley Economic Development Corporation. 2009. Transportation Infrastructure Fact Sheet.
<http://www.hvedc.com/webpages/infrastructure_trans.aspx

"Metro North Railroad. 2009. http://www.mta.info/mnr/html/fares.htm >

® Hudson Valley Economic Development Corporation. 2009. Transportation Infrastructure Fact Sheet.
<http://www.hvedc.com/webpages/infrastructure_trans.aspx
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The Town of New Paltz takes advantage of the advanced regional transportation through the
establishment of connections, across municipal borders, into the network. New Paltz public

transpoii F G A2y A&

LINE A RSR FT2NJ (KNP dzAK

f aGSNI / 2dzy i

circulates the Village, Monday through Friday, providing connections between major shopping and
employment areas with SUNY New Paltz and the New Paltz Bus Depatirtgy connections to the

NBIAZ2YI f

ySig2N] = |

/[1e taz

2LISNF 61Sa |

WEAY]Q

Poughkeepsie rail statichThere, riders can board a Metro North commuter rail train to New York City.

UCAT also provides busgee to the City of Kingston and municipalities between.

4.5.2 Bedroom Community

New York City workers are moving increasingly far away from their jobs, as economic, social and
technological changes have fueled growth in commute distances. In 2000, 181,0&thH(adley

residents commuted to the New York City metro area for their work. This equates to 18% of the entire
Hudson Valley workforce of approximately 1 million people. The proximity to New York City has a direct
affect upon the number of commuters, #¢estchester and Rockland Counties, the two closest to New
York City have the majority of workers commuting out of their counties. In Ulster County, 2.6% (2,193
workers) of the employed workforce commutes to New York City. The following table sumntlagizes
distribution of workers commuting to the New York City metro area from the Hudson Valley counties:

Table4-1 Commuters from Hudson Valley to New York City Metro (2000)

Commuters to

Hudson Valley

County d Residence Nk Vel Gy
Metro

Columbia County 856
Dutchess County 6,039
Greene County 652
Orange County 14,460
Putnam County 7,592
Rockland County 27,286
Sullivan County 1,448
Ulster County 2,193
Westchester County 120,476
TOTAL 181,002

Source: United States Bureau of the Census and peter j. smith & company, inc.

Four major evolutions in the workforce have contributed to the trend of increaseddaignce
commuting into New York City.

e First, there is growing specializationgabs that require a more specific skill set for employees.
As a result, employers need to look further, geographically, to find the right person for a

° Ulster County Area Transit. 200%#p://www.co.ulster.ny.us/ucatt
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particular job. Similarly, workers may need to be willing to travel further to find a job that fits
them.

e {SO2yR> NBaARSyida INBE AyONBlFraAy3ate t221Ay3 F2N
amenities from style and size to neighborhood and school district continue to be increasingly
important, while concerns about transportation distances beconss ienportant. So, residents
are willing to travel further in order to find the right home.

e Third, transportation is becoming less expensive, relative to increasing earnings. In the Hudson
Valley, especially, there are plenty of options for latistancecommuters including highway,
rail and even air, for those who can afford it.

e Fourth, advances in information technology have resulted in greater flexibility for employees
and employers. Increasing trends in telecommuting make living farther from the tdfise
onerous when fewer trips can be arrang€d.

45.3 Second Homes

A product of increasing affluence is the presence of a strong market for second homes. New York City
residents, accustomed to some of the most expensive real estate prices in the nationyeeme

north seeking good value for their dollar, as well as a weelesedpe from the cityln light of the 2009
recession, many city residents are choosing to buy in the Hudson Valley because of the perception of a
more stable housing market duringdtrecession in comparison to NYC. Prices in the Hudson Valley
have dropped 15% from 2008 to 2009. This is compared with an estimated 30% drop in New York
City over the same period.

The weaker 2009 housing market has evolved the interest in $ecaind home real estate. New York

City renters, often paying more than $2,000 a month for one bedroom or studio apartments, are seeing
the weak market as an opportunity to enter into home ownership. While they are still priced out of the
market in Manhatan, they are experiencing less competition for homes in surrounding regions like the
Hudson Valley. Often, the apartment will remain their primary residence while the second home will be
utilized recreationally?

YNFYS WHazy FYyR alOYlés fAARFAND Hnnp® a¢KS 9@2fdziazy
Current Issues Economics and Finandeederal Reserve Bank of New York. -6. 3

Ye2es +AOAlLY {® G¢KS bS¢ [/ 2dzy iNB {ljdZANBaDE WdzA & pSZ HAJ
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/05/realestate/05cov.htnH
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http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/05/realestate/05cov.htn#




Town of New Paltz, New York

4.5.4 Catskill Aqueduct

The Town of New Ma serves an important role in the daily health of New York City residents.
Approximately 40% of water consumed by New York City is sourced from the Catskill Mountains, via the
Catskill Aqueduct. At the time of its completion in 1917, the aqueduct wangineering marvel.

Stretching 163 miles, the water is obtained from the Ashokan Reservoir in Olive. The aqueduct traverses
the western portion of the Town of New Paltz, through the Shawangunk Mountains. All municipal water
service in the Town and Vtje of New Paltz is originally sourced from the aqueduct.

The New Paltz community has expressed a desire to eventually remove itself from the aqueduct water
supply and establish its own, potable, system. Under the current agreement, Town of New Paltz
residents are charged unusually high water rates because they are subject to New York City pricing and
are also charged a markup cost by the Village of New Paltz. There is also the possibility that the Town
could lose its water supply temporarily or pernently. As New York City continues to grow, its water
demands will increase and potentially create a situation where they can no longer afford to provide
water to New Paltz. In order to ensure continued water service to its residents, the Town woul@have
begin to develop a new water source, not connected to the New York City system.

4.6 Conclusion

The contexts of Ulster County, the Hudson Valley and New York City provide the Town of New Paltz with
an extremely important regional setting in which to plasfiiture. Each has different importance to the
Town, providing opportunities for New Paltz to take advantage of as well as concerns that the Town
must consider.

Ulster County is the next level of government above the Town of New Paltz. The CountygPlannin
Department engages in planning for the entirer2dinicipality area. Drafted by the department in

2007, Ulster Tomorrow envisions a strengthened economy throughout the County, focusing upon the
development of tourism, green technology, knowledggsed imustry and agriculture. The Town of

New Paltz must identify where it fits within this economic vision, becoming an important piece of a
successful region. Similarly, in conjunction with the County, the Ulster County Transportation Council
drafted the 20® Long Range Transportation Plan in 2005. Anticipating future growth of the economy,
this plan prioritizes the major transportation projects and strategies that are needed over that time span
G2 O2yGAydzS G2 adzadl Ay |y Rinflastrudhue cNew BakzShodld® dzy (& Q&
consider all plan recommendations in their own transportation planning, implementing strategies that
directly impact the Town as well as projects occurring in adjacent communities that will have indirect
impacts upon the dwn.
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The Hudson Valley gives New Paltz the context of an economically growing region among a scenic and

historic landscape. Hudson Valley Economic Development Corporation (HVEDC) is the regional agency,
LINEY2UGAY3d GKS SYGANBS I ANB2 D¢ AK2 PAFDNIARYENI QG Ay & 24
HVEDC organizes various financial incentives and assists in site selection for new and expanding

businesses. The Town of New Paltz should coordinate with HYEDC to align its own economic

development gobs and ensure that it has a unique place within the efforts of HVEDC. The Hudson
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and cultural landscapes and provides for their future preservation.
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are provided with major amenities that few similagiens across the United States have. New Paltz has

a highly developed, multhodal transportation system available that includes numerous options for

highway, rail and air travel. There is also considerable potential to continue to develop the lodgaghous

market and interest from New York City residents to either relocate or purchase a second home grows.

In planning for growth, the Town must consider potential demands or pressures for housing from NYC.

New Paltz must consider all regional factorglemning for its future. Development should occur in a
manner that New Paltz becomes an important piece of the entire region, taking advantage of adjacent
opportunities and growing in complemewith neighboring communities




Town of New Paltz, New York

peter j. smith & company, inc.



Are as

=
)
-
Q
(8
B~
(o)
=
&)







Character Areas

Communities evolve over time and the character areas and neighborhoods are a reflection of a
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Paltz is a product of a dynamic and exciting settlemenbhysinfluenced by mountains, escarpment

faces, rolling hills, wetlands and a river valley. The unique character of New Paltz is reflected through

this combination of people and culture with local topography, climate and natural environment.

The purpose idefining character areas within the town is to better understand the evolution of the
community, preserve what makes it unique and define its overall character. Analyzing the components
that define the local character also helps to guide future commurotying and design standards.
Character areas are districts that have homogeneous defining qualities that are defined by native and
martmade landscapes and development patterns. In general an assessment of the character of a
community includes: topographyiews, geography, vegetation, land use, buildings and roads. In an
urban environment character areas are usually expressed in neighborhoods, in rural areas they are
expressed primarily through the character of the landscape.

5.1 Methodology

Character Areaare defined by the general characteristics of an area and by the views into and out of
the area. The character defining elements were inventoried through a review of the zoning map, land
use plan, aerial photography and through field observations. Homemes areas were defined and
mapped and common traits were defined in the field.

The character areas themselves are mapped along with the general viewsheds. A more detailed analysis
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common qualities. However, in detail, there are numerous contradictions and generalizations made to
facilitate the understanding of community character. Each area is identified with nomenclature that

best describes the zonérais observed were: land use, lot size, set back, building style, landscape,
street-scape, age of development, sighage, fencing, architectural appurtenances and views.

5.2 Summary of Character Areas

Each of the character areas is summarized below. The chaaei®s were each given a title that reflects
their quality. The views are considered as part of each character area and not in a separate &iglysis.
5.1 on the following page illustrates the location of each character area and important views.




Town of New Paltz, New York

5.2.1 Highway Commercial

The highway commercial area is primarily a service noc
surrounding the-B0 Thruway interchangenoboth the
east and west sidedt isfairly flat with no distant views.

The built form is caracterized by commercial uses:
hotels/motels, restaurants, strip mall and auto related =

dzaSad . dzAf RAy3a aiteftsSa I NB YR
suburban commercial. The area is characterized by large
lots and setbacks. Landscape is minimal.

NYSDEC Region 3 Offices
South Putt Corners Road

5.2.2 Ohioville

- The Hamlet of Ohiovilleepresents the remnants of the
historic crossroads of the New Paltz Turnpike and Ohioville
Road. The hamlet originated following the Revolutionary
War as New Paltz grewOhioville reached its peak
development in the early 20th centurwijth road
improvements and thelevelopment of theurnpike into a
state highway. Much of the historic hamlet structures have
since been removed for the development of Interstate 87 in
1953. Today, the Hamlet retains its own unique identity
from New Paltz, due to its locatipwhich is separated from
the Village of New Paltz by Interstate 870hiovilleoffers
both historic style commercial and more modern
commercial buildings. The noem portion along the

highway corridor is residential. The area is relatively flat

Small retail and rural streetscape . o '
Old Route 299 in Ohioville with no distinct views.

The area is characterized by large commercial lots and small residential lots. Buildings are older with
some historic homes approximately eight hirad to twelve hundred square feet on small lots.

Buildings are predominantly stone or wood siding. There are no predominant architectural features
however some porches are prevalent. The residential area is dominated by single family structures with
minimal setbacks and a strong relationship to the street. Some commercial usesxawtwiih the
residential. Largeommercial uses are dominated by poorly defined at grade parking located in front
and side yards.

Ohiovillefocuses on the highways: State Highway 299, Old Route 299 and North Ohioville Road. There
are no side streets. Streets are relatively wide and do not allow parking. There are no curbs or
sidewalks. Street trees and residential trees are not predomiimatite landscape.

“New Paltz Historic Preservation Commission. 2007. National Register Nomination: Ohioville Historic District.

m peter j. smith & company, inc.
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Town of New Paltz, New York

5.2.3 Eastern Wetland

Theeasternwetland area is located in the north east of New Paltz.
An area that has been designated as a significant bicsliyearea

by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation,
it is dominated by &he large Plutarch/Black Creek Wetlawith

distant views into and over the wetland to the eastern hilaarte

Kill Creek and Black Creek traverse the langsctibutaries of the
Hudson RiverRolling topography and wooded uplands surround
the wetlanddominatingthe land.

The built form is characterized by historic former famomes and

suburban style infill on large lotgith large setbacks and side yards.

The area is predominantly single family residential with most homes

larger than 2000 square feet. Older homes tend to be wood and

stone with architectural appurtenancesauas porches; newer

homes are constructed of brick and siding with few adornments. Plutarch/Black Creek Wetlands
Agricultural uses are minimal and include horse farm and orchard.  area along OId Route 299 and

) . North Ohioville Road
The landscape is expressed through narrow country lanes with no

shoulders and forest vegetation to the exklgThey form a loose grid of winding roads, former trails.
There are no sidewalks or pedestrian corridors. There is no predominance of perimeter lot fencing. A
unique aspect of the wetland landscape is the abundance ofaithfield stone fences thatile the

roads and wind through the former fields that are now reforested.

5.2.4 Corridor

The corridor area stretches south of the hamlet along North
Ohioville Road, an old north south corridor. Remnant, highway
commercial in the form of accommodation/dining and historic
residential is interspersed with suburban style residential and
small infill subdivisions. There is also a large industrial/
warehouse use. The area is relatively flat to slightly rolling with

Multi family residential periodic distant views to the east over the wetlands.
South Ohioville Road

The character of the area is predominantly single family
residential, large homes approximately 2500 square feet with
large front yard and side yardstbacks. The highway is adequate
with narrow shoulders. There is no parking or sidewalks. Forest
cover and agriculture are minimal most vegetation is characterized
by oldfield.

Historic Stone Residence
South Ohioville Road















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































